
FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs  

Tel:  01327 341057  Email:  clerk@flore-pc.gov.uk website:  www.flore-pc.gov.uk 
 

8th January 2026 
Dear Councillor 
 
This is your summons to the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 7.30 pm in the 
Schoolroom of the United Reformed Church.  If you are not able to attend, please let me know. Members of the 
Public and Press are invited to attend.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S Halkett 
Clerk & Proper Officer to the Council 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
AGENDA  
Chair of Council:  Mr Tom Higginson 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence 
 

 

3018.0 To receive declarations of interest  Code of Conduct regarding business to be 
discussed at this meeting 

 

 
3019.0 Public Forum for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 

 
3020.0 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th November 2025.  

 
3021.0 UPDATES  

  To note the recent correspondence with EDF regarding the solar farm 
 To note the recent correspondence with WNC regarding the field adjacent to the Holiday Inn 
 To note that an advert has gone into the Messenger regarding the vacancy for a Councillor 
 To receive an update from the CAN Champion 
 To receive an update from the Rights of Way representative 

 
3022.0 GENERAL  
3022.1 To note all members of the Flore Flood Group and to consider purchasing some equipment to help them 

undertake their roles.  To also note that the S19 Report has been published and consider any comments 
3022.2 To consider an Annual Parish Community Award  
3022.3 To consider a new Trustee for the Brodie Lodge Playing Field and to note the receipt of their recent AGM 

minutes including their financial statements. 
3022.4 To consider speakers for the Annual Parish Meeting on the 21st April in the Millennium Hall 
3022.5 To receive an update on the High Street proposals 
3022.6 To consider a change in meeting rooms, back to the Brodie Lodge  
3022.7 To consider retaining the domain name florevillage.co.uk for a further three years. 
3022.8  Consultations: To consider responding on WNC consultations  

 Call for sites 
 Active Travel Strategy  
 Local Transport Plan 
 2026/27 Budget 

  
3023.0 FINANCE 
3023.1 Finance update incl Income received, VAT and current reserves 
3023.2 Internal control.  Report on procedures since last meeting 
3023.3 Budget / Precept considerations for 2026/27:  To consider the budget and Precept request for 2026/27 as 

proposed by the Finance Group and to sign Precept return. 



3023.4 To consider a request by Citizens Advice for funding. 
3023.5 To receive an update on the Village Welcome Packs and to consider some funding towards this 
3023.6 To note that Cllrs Davies and Rippon are now registered with Unity Bank  

 

 
December payments  
 

3025.0 PLANNING  
3025.1 Application:  2025/4897FULL.  11 Chapel Lane.  Replacement of 2 ground floor windows. Retrospective due 

to time constraints. Response submitted: The Parish Council has no objections to this application which does 
not adversely affect the conservation area and is in line with our Neighbourhood plan 

 

3025.2 Application:  2025/5069/FULL.  44 High Street. Erection of 2 new garden buildings and extension of gravel 
driveway parking area.  Retrospective due to time constraints:  Response submitted:  The Parish Council has 
no objections to this application which will not be detrimental to the street scene and is in line with our 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

3025.3 Application:  2025/5070/LBC.  44 High Street. Erection of 2 new garden buildings and extension of gravel 
driveway parking area.  Retrospective due to time constraints:  Response submitted:  The Parish Council has 
no objections to this application which will not be detrimental to the street scene and is in line with our 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

3025.4 Application:  2025/4250/FULL.  The Firs 58B High Street.  Amended Plans.  Part ground floor and part first 
floor side extension with annexe above existing garage, single storey rear extension and single storey porch 
extension.  Changes to front boundary wall.  Retrospective due to time constraints.  Response submitted:  
The Parish Council has no objections to this application which will not adversely affect the street scene, will 
be beneficial to the householder and is in line with our Neighbourhood Plan 

 

3025.5 Application:  2025/5016/FULL.  Beech Hill, 27 High Street.  Replacement fascia, soffit, barge boards, 
guttering and down-pipes. 

 

3025.6 Application: 2025/0067/FULL.  2 John Campbell Close. Single storey side extension  
3025.7 To note the WNC proposed housing allocation for Flore and the proposed amended Village Confines 

boundary 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

3024.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  Paid under General Power of Competence 
To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
SSE (November DD) Street light electricity 168.09 8.00 
 NOVEMBER TOTAL PAYMENTS 3125.43 152.00 

To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
Halkett Salary £812.56, office rent £17  829.56 0 
HMRC PAYE 292.78 0 
G Fellows Website domain payment 60.36 10.06 
SSE Street light electricity 197.80 9.42 
Unity Trust Service charge 6.00 0 
    
 Total 1386.50 19.48 
    

To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
Halkett Salary £812.36, office rent £17  829.36 0 
HMRC PAYE 292.98 0 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
West Northants Council Election expenses 101.00 0 
Millennium Hall Rent for library 80.20 0 
Sparkx Replacement/Repair of street light 792.00 132.00 
SSE Street light electricity 181.70 8.65 
Unity Trust Service charge 6.00 0 
  DECEMBER TOTAL PAYMENTS 2478.24 140.65 
 
January payments 

   

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



3026.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3026.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field    
3026.2 Millennium Hall   
3026.3 Commonwealth Flags   
3026.4 Charities     

   
3037.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

a.  EDF  Solar farm update. 3021 
b. WNC  Land behind Holiday Inn update 3021 
c. WNC  S19 Flood report. 3022.1 
d. Brodie Lodge  Minutes & Financial Statements 3022.3 
e. WNC  High Street update. 3022.5 
f. WNC  Consultations x 3. 3022.8 
g. Citizens Advice Request for funding. 3023.4 
i. Unity Trust Confirmation that two Cllrs are now registered. 3023.6 
j. WNC  Planning applications x 6. 3025.1-6 
k. WNC  Parish Satisfaction Survey  sent to Cllrs Higginson/Fellows to complete 
l. NCALC  Local Planning satisfaction survey  Cllr Higginson will complete 
m. Resident  Plans for proposed LBC changes to property in Kings Lane.  Noted awaiting application 
 
NCALC Updates and Training 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
WNC Media Updates 
WNC weekly planning register 
ACRE newsletter 
  

 

   
3028.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  

   
Items for inclusion at the next meeting  
Any applications for co-option, if any received 
 
Date of next full Council meetings:  2026:  10th February, 10th March, 14th April 
        Annual Parish Meeting: 21 April 2026 

 



FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE  
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH SCHOOLROOM ON  

20th JANUARY 2026 at 7.30 pm  
 

PRESENT:   Councillors: Mr Andy Anderson, Mrs Pat Curran, Mrs Hayley Davies, Mr Geoff Fellows,  
Mrs Joy Rippon, Mr Nigel Strang, Mr John Thomason 
0 Members of the public present 

    Unitary Cllrs Mr Phil Bignell, Ms Debra King     
 

Meeting Chair:  Chair Mr Geoff Fellows 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence:  Mrs Hayley Cox, Mr Tom Higginson 
 
3018.0 

discussion. Cllr Fellows declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 3022.6 being a Trustee of Brodie 
Lodge. 
 

 

3019.0 Public Forum.   
 U/Cllrs Bignell & King advised:  

New Local Plan will be produced on 1st Jan 2027 and be valid until 2043 and the WNC Budget is 
out for consultations 
Cllr Bignell advised that he is still lobbying re Sandy Lane, as people are still driving the wrong 
way and, he has put in a request to find out about when the street cleanser will collect leaves from 
around The Avenue 
Cllr King:  It is International Women s Day on 7th March, nominations can be made via the WNC 
website. She advised that she had been out with Openreach volunteers to check on the homeless 
in the town, and that there would be a visit from the Reform Party leader shortly. 
 

 

3020.0 The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 11th November 2025 were confirmed as 
being accurate and signed by the Vice-Chair.  
 

 

3021.0 Updates: 
 EDF.  Noted response that they will be making a final decision on the project in March. 
 Field adjacent to the Holiday Inn. No response had been received from WNC. Cllr Fellows would 

take a look over the next month and report back at the next meeting 
 Councillor Vacancy.  Noted that an advert has been included in the Messenger and a poster is on 

the Parish Council notice board.  No responses received to date. 
 Climate & Nature (CAN) update: Cllr Strang advised that the group were possibly looking at re-

wilding the Churchyard conservation area 
 Rights of Way update: Cllr Strang advised that he has a contact in the Rights of Way team and if 

anyone notices anything on any of the footpaths, to let him know.  To be put in Messenger 

 
 
February 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs 
Rippon/ 
Davies 

   
3022.0 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE  
3022.1 Flooding - Working Group.  Possibility of 7 members, couple still to be confirmed. Cllr Thomason went 

through the recommendations of the recently published S19 report which is available on the WNC 
website.  The Parish needs to produce an Emergency Plan 

 

3022.2 Annual Parish Community Award. February agenda, Cllrs to look again and let Cllr Curran know of 
their thoughts 

February 
Agenda 

3022.3 Brodie Lodge Playing Field  Trustee. Cllr Joy Rippon would be the nominated Cllr, along with Cllr 
Fellows to the Trust.  Cllr Davies would help out where necessary. Noted  receipt of Brodie Lodge 
AGM papers 

 

3022.4 Annual Parish Meeting: It was agreed that Cllr Fellows would do a presentation on AI and Cllr Davies 
would speak to the Scouts to see whether they would do a short presentation. Cllr Thomason would 
speak to WNC Environment/Flood people to see whether they would come along. 

Cllr 
Thomason 

3022.5 High Street proposals.  February agenda February 
3022.6 Parish Council meetings:  It was agreed to move back to the Brodie Lodge Pavillion as it is more 

spacious, brighter and better car parking facilities.  The costs are to be £15 per meeting date. 
The Council thanks the United Reformed Church for the use of its hall over the last few years (Clerk to 
write letter to URC).   

 
Clerk 

3022.7 Retention of the domain name florevillage.co.uk.  Agreed to hold for another three years.  
3022.8 Consultations: 

Call for sites  traveller/travelling show. No comments 
 



Active Travel Strategy. No comments 
Local Transport Plan.  No comments 
2026/27 WNC Budget.  Cllr Fellows to check out and comment 
Received after agenda published 
Smartphone/smart devices in Schools.  Cllr Davies to check out and comment 
Private Hire and Tai Vehicle Licence fees. No comments 
Term dates for WNC schools.  No comments 
WNC Draft Housing Allocation policy.  No comments 

   
3023.0 FINANCIAL/ADMIN  
3023.1 Finance update:  Monthly figures submitted to the Councillors show payments for last few months 

including current (at time of agenda published).   
Income received during December: Nothing received 
VAT spent: November £152/December £140.65 
Reserves:  50% of Precept £21,130, current ring-fenced reserves £20,000 plus estimated spend to end 
year £4,000. General reserves £11,500 (figures approx.) 
Cllr Thomason asked about a savings account, clerk to look into but as advised previously it is the 
signing details that cause the problems with any bank. 
Cllrs Curran, Davies and Rippon agreed to join the Finance Group 

 

3023.2 Internal control:  Cllr Davies had confirmed that she has seen the Cashbook, monthly figures submitted 
to the Council and the current bank statements, and all is above board. Chair also has copy of bank 
statemen . 

 

3023.3 Budget & Precept.  The budget and precept figures were given to the Councillors and discussed at 
length.  Following discussion, it was agreed: 

 The Budget would be £44,680 and the Precept request would be £43,680.  Income of £1,000 
would be used to offset this. Figures attached to these minutes 

 Earmarked reserves remain as:   
New Village Hall/land changed to Village Projects  Memorial Garden 
Street light replacements  Cenotaph  Elections 
Flood projects   Seats   Closed Churchyard trees 
Training    Office Equipment Flagpoles   
Grants    Any CIL received  

As Biodiversity is currently listed as earmarked but does not have a plan, this is to be discussed at the 
next meeting as to whether they remains earmarked or whether it is absorbed into the general 
reserves.  
The Vice-chair signed the PR1 Precept Form which would be submitted to West Northants Council 

 
 
 

3023.4 Citizen funding: 
Resolved:  To give a donation of £200.  

 

3023.5 Village Welcome Packs request for funding 
Resolved:  To pay for the ongoing printing for these welcome packs, approx. £50 per year.  

 

3023.6 To note that Cllrs Davies and Rippon are registered with Unity Trust Bank 
 

 

3024.0 
 

December payments  

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  Paid under General Power of Competence 
To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
SSE (November DD) Street light electricity 168.09 8.00 
 NOVEMBER TOTAL PAYMENTS 3125.43 152.00 

January Payments     
To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
HMRC PAYE 292.78 0 
G Fellows Website domain payment 60.36 10.06 

  SSE Street light electricity 197.80 9.42 
Unity Trust Service charge 6.00 0 
 Total 1386.50 19.48 
    

To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
Halkett Salary £812.36, office rent £17  829.36 0 
HMRC PAYE 292.98 0 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
West Northants Council Election expenses 101.00 0 
Millennium Hall Rent for library 80.20 0 
Sparkx Replacement/Repair of street light 792.00 132.00 

 



 

SSE Street light electricity 181.70 8.65 
Unity Trust Service charge 6.00 0 
 DECEMBER TOTAL PAYMENTS 2478.24 140.65 
    
Agreed at meeting     
To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
ACRE Subscriptions 42.00 7.00 
Citizens Advice Grant 200.00     0 

  242.00 7.00 
 JANUARY TOTAL PAYMENTS 1628.50 26.48 
    

 
3025.0 PLANNING  
3025.1 Application:  2025/4897FULL.  11 Chapel Lane.  Replacement of 2 ground floor windows. 

Retrospective due to time constraints. Response submitted: The Parish Council has no 
objections to this application which does not adversely affect the conservation area and is in line 
with our Neighbourhood plan 

 

3025.2 Application:  2025/5069/FULL.  44 High Street. Erection of 2 new garden buildings and 
extension of gravel driveway parking area.  Retrospective due to time constraints:  Response 
submitted:  The Parish Council has no objections to this application which will not be detrimental 
to the street scene and is in line with our Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

3025.3 Application:  2025/5070/LBC.  44 High Street. Erection of 2 new garden buildings and 
extension of gravel driveway parking area.  Retrospective due to time constraints:  Response 
submitted:  The Parish Council has no objections to this application which will not be detrimental 
to the street scene and is in line with our Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

3025.4 Application:  2025/4250/FULL.  The Firs 58B High Street.  Amended Plans.  Part ground floor 
and part first floor side extension with annexe above existing garage, single storey rear 
extension and single storey porch extension.  Changes to front boundary wall.  Retrospective 
due to time constraints.  Response submitted:  The Parish Council has no objections to this 
application which will not adversely affect the street scene, will be beneficial to the householder 
and is in line with our Neighbourhood Plan 

 

3025.5 Application:  2025/5016/FULL.  Beech Hill, 27 High Street.  Replacement fascia, soffit, barge 
boards, guttering and down-pipe.  The Parish Council has no objections to this application which 
will not affect the street scene and is in line with the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

3025.6 Application: 2025/0067/FULL.  2 John Campbell Close. Single storey side extension 
The Parish Council does not object to the proposal in general but believe that the details do not 
meet Neighbourhood Plan standards of high quality design. The flat roofed utility at the front of 

- 
deep overhanging and very visible fascia at an angle to the wall is entirely out of context. A 

for the first floor window would better maintain the intent of the original design. 

 

3025.7 To note the WNC proposed housing allocation for Flore which is 64 houses allocated in the new 
Local Plan; and the proposed amended Village Confines boundary which has changes slightly. 

 

3025.8 Application received after the Agenda published but discussed at the meeting due to response 
time constraints  
Application:  2025/5264/FULL.  Collins Hill Farm, Hillside Road.  Conversion and extension of 
existing field shelter to a 1 bedroom annexe 
Whilst the Parish Council does not object to the creation of an annexe subservient to the main 
house it is not clear that that is the case here. The site layout plan suggests that the proposed 
conversion will have its own boundary (outlined in red) and not be within the boundary of the 
house to which it is supposedly annexed. Indeed, it is not clear from the submitted drawings 
which is the house out of all the lines on the plan and where its boundaries lie.  These may seem 
minor issues but we consider that it is important that applications are unambiguous 

 

   
3026.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3026.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field.  Skateboard ramp installation, likely February.  
3026.2 Millennium Hall. Looking at extending as per the planning application, for storage for the library, 

flag store and Heritage papers.  Advert on website/Messenger to ask if people have any other 
ideas. Cost around £50,000 of which grants/funding would be sought. 

 

3026.3 Commonwealth Flags.  Nothing to report.  
3026.4 Charities.  Nothing to report  
   
3027.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

a.  EDF  Solar farm update. 3021 
b. WNC  Land behind Holiday Inn update 3021 
c. WNC  S19 Flood report. 3022.1 
d. Brodie Lodge  Minutes & Financial Statements 3022.3 

 



e. WNC  High Street update. 3022.5 
f. WNC  Consultations x 3. 3022.8 
g. Citizens Advice Request for funding. 3023.4 
i. Unity Trust Confirmation that two Cllrs are now registered. 3023.6 
j. WNC  Planning applications x 6. 3025.1-6 
k. WNC  Parish Satisfaction Survey  sent to Cllrs Higginson/Fellows to complete 
l. NCALC  Local Planning satisfaction survey  Cllr Higginson will complete 
m. Resident  Plans for proposed LBC changes to property in Kings Lane.  Noted 

awaiting application 
 
NCALC Updates and Training 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
WNC Media Updates 
WNC weekly planning register 
ACRE newsletter 

   
3028.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  
WNC  Application:  2025/5264/FULL.  Collins Hill Farm, Hillside Road dealt with under 3025.8 
Resident Complaint that leaves have not been swept up in The Avenue, Cllr Bignell checking on this 
Resident Copy of paperwork submitted to WNC for planning although confirmed no application needed  
 
Items for inclusion at the next meeting  

 

Flooding Working Group 
Annual Parish Community Award 
Update on the field adjacent to the Holiday Inn 
Councillor co-option if anything received 
Website handover  
Biodiversity Earmarked fund pot 
Savings account 
 
The meeting closed at 2105 hrs 
 
Date of next meetings:  2026  10th February, 10th March, 14th April, 
    Annual Parish Meeting:  21 April 

FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
PAYMENTS MADE 2025-26 

  
Annual 
Budget Nov Dec Jan 

Spend to 
Yr End 

Grass cutting - Playing field  1,700.00 110.00     1,320.00 
Grass cutting - closed churchyard  950.00 110.00     660.00 
Grass cutting -  PCC/URC  770.00 770.00     770.00 
Grass cutting - highway verges 8,000.00 500.00     6,000.00 
Memorial Garden* 1,000.00       510.97 
Trees/wall/memorial- closed churchyard * 0.00       680.00 
Biodiversity/Climate Group 0.00       48.99 
General maintenance repairs 100.00       0.00 
Highways maintenance - spraying/verges 500.00       180.00 
Lights - energy 2,200.00 160.09     1,404.20 
Lights - replacement/new* 1,250.00   660.00   660.00 
Bus shelter - maintenance/materials 0.00   173.05 188.38 361.43 
Seats/bollards/Gateways/Memorial-
replace/maint  0.00       0.00 
Bins - litter/dog replacements/repairs 750.00       352.59 
flagpoles * 750.00       433.14 
Cenotaph 500.00       0.00 
planters/plants  50.00       0.00 
Clerk's salary (plus HMRC tax/Ni) 12,350.00 1,015.56 1,015.56 1,015.56 10,155.68 
Employer NI contribution 500.00 89.78 89.78 89.78 897.83 
Clerk's office rent 210.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 170.00 



Office costs  400.00       289.31 
Office equipment/ Website running* 150.00     50.30 389.90 
Chairman's allowance  200.00       0.00 
Subs - NALC etc  1,000.00     35.00 826.22 
Training * 500.00       92.00 
Insurance  850.00       825.12 
Audits  600.00       504.00 
Room hire (Council/Library) 350.00   80.20   295.83 
Messenger  1,700.00 195.00 195.00   1,293.00 
S137 including first aid courses 0.00       0.00 
Elections * 500.00   101.00   101.00 
Grants * 500.00     200.00 200.00 
Bank Charges 100.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 60.00 
Salix Street light loan repayment 1,830.00       1,829.42 
Flood projects 0.00       0.00 
New Village Hall/land * 1,250.00       0.00 
Contingency  750.00       41.67 
CIL  spend 0.00       0.00 
            
Budget total 42,260.00         
Use of income 0.00         
Use of Reserves 0.00         
Precept 42,260.00         
Monthly expenditure Net   2,973.43 2,337.59 1,602.02 31,352.30 
VAT   152.00 140.65 26.48 2,217.72 
Total Monthly expenditure   3,125.43 2,478.24 1,628.50 33,570.02 
Running total   29,463.28 31,941.52 33,570.02   

* Money earmarked for specific item and put into reserves, if not spent in financial year. 

      
Financial Position as at 31st December 2025    
Receipts    
Precept 21,130.00  Apr 
Messenger (Oliver/RE) 85.00  Apr 
WNC litter picking 22/23 454.27  May 
Messenger (Cloverlea/Rathore/Landlord/PO) 345.00  May 
WNC grass cutting 2025 season 1,348.33  June 
Messenger (WI) 25.00  June 
Messenger (Irons-kettles/W F R/FloreHouse 275.00  August 
Messenger Purcellx2/Ede/Village 
Design/Elliotts 435.00  September 
Precept 21,130.00  September 
WNC litter picking 25/6 737.00  November 
Total 45,964.60   
Brought forward 43,787.42   
 89,752.02   
Payments to date 31,941.52   
Balance in hand 57,810.50   
Reconciliation with banks    
Unity Trust current account 57,810.50   



    
Notes:  **  The reserve fund contains the following 'ring-fenced' sums 
    
New Village hall/Land £5,709.00  

 

Memorial Garden £225.00   
Street light replacements £2,000.00   
Election expenses reserve £1,500.00   
Flood projects £1,250.00   
Closed Churchyard trees £3,120.00   
Training £309.00   
Website £804.40   
Office equipment £834.00   
biodiversity £436.68   
Grants £800.00   
Flagpoles £0.00   
Seats £1,112.00   
Cleaning cart - capital spend £200.00   
CIL - capital spend £1,698.16   
sub total £19,998.24   

 
 
Finance Meeting Minutes Proposal to Council 
Meeting held on 9th December 2026 
 
Present:   Cllrs Higginson, Fellows 
  Clerk 
 
The Budget for 2026/27 is proposed to be £44,680.00.  Only income from grass cutting/litter picking to be used to offset 
this as Messenger income is variable. 

 
 
Reserves: 
*  Earmarked budget headings - Transferred to following year if not spent. Listed below (identified with asterisk above) 
 

 Closed churchyard trees  due to cost of work to TPO trees in the closed churchyard 
 Memorial garden  costs include annual mowing/strimming and also separate work to the granite stones  
 Biodiversity  could be merged into general maintenance as spend is minimal per year (Council to agree) 
 Lighting replacements/new  to build up pot of possible changing of LEDs in a few years also normal ongoing 

annual maintenance where required. 
 Seats/Bollards/Planters  to cover any immediate expenditure on damaged equipment 
 Flagpoles  to cover any immediate expenditure on damaged equipment 
 Cenotaph  to cover any immediate expenditure  also to consider new chain in part 
 Flood projects  to cover expenses needed for flood equipment/training 
 Elections  build up pot in case of expensive elections/bye elections 
 Training  money in reserves if any training undertaken 
 Grants  money in reserves if any applications received 
 Village Projects  name of pot changed from new hall/land acquisition.  
 Office equipment  to save for necessary equipment 
 CIL - Any CIL received will be earmarked for capital projects (to be identified) 

 
It was considered that, ideally, the general reserves aim to be approximately 50% of Precept  
For the start of next year: 
Estimated: Earmarked reserves end of the year £24,580 approx (+50% Precept (new) £21,840)  
Reserves to be annotated on monthly minutes. Earmarked reserves will also be included in the minutes 
Agreed not to use reserves this year in offsetting the budget but to rely on the grass cutting income. 
 
 
 
 
  



 Current 
Budget 
2025/26 

Proposed 
Budget 
2026/27 

Comments 

Grass cutting  Playing fields 1,700.00 1,700.00 £120 per cut 
Grass cutting  PCC/URC 770.00 770.00 Split 350/420 split (URC/PCC) 
Grass cutting - Highways 8,000.00 8,000.00 Contract figure and to cover additional cuts if needed 
Closed Churchyard  
Trees* 
Grass cutting 

 
0.00 
950.00 

 
0 
850.00 

 
Church trees have TPOs on (money in reserves) 
£120 per cut 

Memorial garden * 1,000.00 1,000.00 Extra to jet wash memorial stones 
Biodiversity/climate change* 0.00 0 Money in reserves, if needed 
General maintenance 100.00 500.00 Spraying/weeding/painting/verge repair 
Environment totals 13,020.00 12,820.00  
 
Lighting replacements/new* 1,250.00 3,000.00 For ongoing maintenance and saving for replacements 
Lighting supply 2,200.00 2,600.00 12months of agreed contract price 
Bus Shelters 0.00 1,000.00 Replacement panels for Bricketts Lane shelter 
Seats/bollards/planters* 0.00 0 Money in reserves if needed 
Bins 750.00 750.00 £330 per year emptying (per bin)  
Flagpoles* 750.00 0 Money in reserves if needed 
Planters 50.00 0 Pot merged with seats  
Village Sign 0 3,500.00 Clean/repaint as agreed/removal plus post remedial work 
Cenotaph* 500.00 0 Money in reserves if needed 
Council Asset Totals 5,500.00 10,850.00  
 

 12,350.00 12600.00 Scale Point 35 plus backpay 
 210.00 210.00  

 500.00 1,000.00  
Employees Totals 13,060.00 13,810.00  
 
Office Costs 400.00 350.00 1/3 share of office costs with Weedon PC 

 200.00 200.00  
Loan repayment  Salix 1,830.00 0 Last payment paid August 25 
Subscriptions 1,000.00 1,000.00  
Training* 500.00 0 Money in reserves if needed 
Insurance 850.00 850.00  
Audits 600.00 650.00  
Meeting Room Hire 350.00 700.00 Mill hall - library / AGM. Poss move back to Brodie Lodge  
Messenger 1,700.00 1,700.00 Based on current use/price changes if more pages added.  
Grants* 500.00 0 Money in reserves if needed 
Bank Charges 100.00 100.00 Increase to £7 standard per month, plus BACS/ 

cheques/cash transactions charged 
Village Projects* 1,250.00 1,000.00 Change of pot name from new hall/land 
Elections* 500.00 0 Money in reserves if elections called 
Contingency 750.00 500.00  
Website 0.00 150.00 Annual charge plus email (gov.uk domain) 
Office equipment* 150.00 0 Money in reserves if needed 
Office/General Totals 10,680.00 7,200.00  
 
Flooding issues* 0.00 0 Money in reserves if needed 
CIL 0.00 0  
Miscellaneous expenditure 0 0.00  
 
Proposed budget 42,260.00 44,680.00  
Use of income 0.00 1,000.00 Use of WNC income grass cutting/litter picking 
Use of reserves 0.00 0.00  
Proposed precept request 42,260.00 43,680.00  
 
 
 
 
 

Chair  10th February 2026
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FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs  

Tel:  01327 341057  Email:  clerk@flore-pc.gov.uk website:  www.flore-pc.gov.uk 
 

5th February 2026 
Dear Councillor 
 
This is your summons to the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 7.30 pm in the 
Brodie Lodge Pavilion, Spring Lane.  If you are not able to attend, please let me know. Members of the Public 
and Press are invited to attend.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S Halkett 
Clerk & Proper Officer to the Council 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
AGENDA  
Chair of Council:  Mr Tom Higginson 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence 
 

 

3029.0 To receive declarations of interest  Code of Conduct regarding business to be 
discussed at this meeting 

 

 
3030.0 Public Forum for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 

 
3031.0 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20th January 2026.  

 
3032.0 UPDATES  

  To confirm whether Flore Scouts would speak at the Annual Parish Meeting.  Cllr Fellows has confirmed a 
talk on AI, 

 To receive an update on the land adjacent to the Holiday Inn (if anything received) 
 To note that the road sweeper has cleared up the majority of leaves from around the School as well as 

other areas of the village. 
 To note a resident s concern about parking issues around Brockhall Road/High Street junction 

 
3033.0 GENERAL  
3033.1 Flore Flood Group:  To consider joining the WNC Community Resilience Project  
3022.2 To consider an Annual Parish Community Award  
3022.3 To receive an update on the High Street proposals 
3022.4 Consultations: To consider responding to WNC consultation: The Local Plan 
3022.5 To consider co-option to the Council to fill the current vacancy 
3022.6 
3022.7 
3022.8 

To note longstanding issues regarding Rights of Way footpath EU1 & EU 
To consider the mowing contract with WNC 
To consider responding to the consultation covering playing fields. 

  
3023.0 FINANCE 
3023.1 Finance update incl Income received, VAT and current reserves 
3023.2 Internal control.  Report on procedures since last meeting 
3023.3 To consider removing biodiversity from earmarked funds  
3023.4 To consider opening a savings account 



 

 
February payments  
 

3025.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3025.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field    
3025.2 Millennium Hall   
3025.3 Commonwealth Flags   
3025.4 Charities     

   
3036.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

a.  Cllr Bignell Clarification that street sweeper has been in village. 3032 
b. Resident  Concerns about parking on Brockhall Road/Hight Street. 3032 
c. WNC  Community Resilience Project information. 3033.1 
d. WNC  Local Plan consultation. 3022.4 
e. Residents  Co-option application forms 3022.5 
f. Resident  Concern about public footpaths. 3022.6 
g. WNC  Parish Mowing Contract. 3022.7 
 
NCALC Updates and Training 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
WNC Media Updates 
WNC weekly planning register 
ACRE newsletter 
  

 

   
3027.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  

   
  
 
 
Date of next full Council meetings:  10th March, 14th April, Annual Parish Meeting: 21 April 2026 
     12th May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th September,13th October, 12th November 

 

3024.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  Paid under General Power of Competence 

To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
Halkett Salary £812.36, office rent £17  829.36 0 
HMRC PAYE 292.98 0 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
Unity Trust Service charge 6.00 0 
  TOTAL PAYMENTS 1323.34 0 
    



FLORE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE

BRODIE LODGE PAVILION, SPRING LANE ON
10th February 2026 at 7.30 pm

PRESENT: Councillors: Mr Andy Anderson, Mrs Hayley Cox, Mrs Hayley Davies, Mr Geoff Fellows,
Mrs Joy Rippon, Mr Nigel Strang, Mr John Thomason
2 Members of the public present
Unitary Cllr Mr Phil Bignell

Meeting Chair:  Chair Mr Geoff Fellows

Acceptance of Apologies for absence: Mrs Pat Curran, Mr Tom Higginson, U/Cllr Ms Debra King

3029
.0

Declarations of Interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct, regarding
business tabled for discussion. Nothing declared.

3030
.0

Public Forum.
· U/Cllr Bignell confirmed email from WNC regarding Holiday Inn. He

advised the budget was looking to be in the region of a 4.95% increase
with the green bin charge being £69, all to be confirmed at their meeting
shortly; parking charges look like being free for 2 hours then charged;
reminded the meeting about commenting on the Local Plan.

· One resident asked about commenting on the NPPF regarding removing
statutory bodies from consultations on playing areas. Clerk advised that
we were not consultees on this Government consultation and that this
part of it had closed.  If the resident cannot comment on her own, if she
sent in something to the Clerk we would try to submit it.

3031
.0

The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 20th January
2026 were confirmed as being accurate and signed by the Vice-Chair.

3032
.0

Updates:
· Annual Parish Meeting: Confirmed speakers – Cllr Fellows on AI and

representatives of the Scouts to talk about their life in the village.
· Holiday Inn. WNC has confirmed the case is still open and being

progressed. They are working with the landowner to clear the site to
return to former condition.

· Road sweeper in village. Noted
· Brockhall Road/High Street parking issues. To include something in the

Messenger that Cllr Fellows would put together.

Cllr Fellows

3033
.0

GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE

3033
.1

Flore Flood Group:  Cllr Thomason advised that three members would be
undertaking the flood warden training in March. He also has other residents
who will help out when needed.
Resolved: To join WNC’s Community Resilience Group

Clerk

3033
.2

Annual Parish Community Award. March agenda due to Cllr Curran not at 
meeting to discuss

March

3033
.3

High Street proposals. March agenda due to Cllr Higginson not being
present to discuss

March

3033
.4

Consultation:  Local Plan. Cllr Davies would do a summary of the recent S18
meeting that she, Cllr Anderson and Cllr Thomason attended. All Councillors
to read what they could, get any comments to her and Cllr Anderson for
inclusion in the March agenda

March

3033
.5

Co-option to fill current vacancy: Two applications received, both applicants
were extremely good and very much level it came down to a vote.
Resolved: After a difficult decision, it was agreed to co-opt Mr Anthony Betts
to the Council. He would be invited to attend the March meeting.

Clerk

3033
.6

Issues on Rights of Way footpaths EU1 and EU7.  Cllr Strang updated the
meeting on this situation. He advised that U/Cllr King had been speaking to
the Cabinet member responsible for this and was waiting for a response.
Once known, he will update the Council.

Cllr Strang
March



3033
.7

Mowing Contract with WNC
Resolved: Cllrs agreed to sign the WNC Agreement. Figure quoted this year
being

Clerk

3033
.8

NPP Framework, specifically removing bodies ie Fields in Trust etc as a 
statutory consultee. Noted that this part of the Framework closed in January.
Resident will have a look to see whether any further comments can be sent
and either she or the Council would send in. Clerk to find out whether WNC
commented.

Clerk

3034
.0

FINANCIAL/ADMIN

3034
.1

Finance update: Monthly figures submitted to the Councillors show
payments for last few months including current (at time of agenda published).
Income received during January: £515 from various companies for
Messenger advertising
VAT spent: January £26.48
Reserves: 50% of Precept £21,130, current ring-fenced reserves £20,000
plus estimated spend to end year £4,000. General reserves £10,000 (figures
approx.)

3034
.2

Internal control:  Cllr Davies had confirmed that she has seen the Cashbook,
monthly figures submitted to the Council and the current bank statements,
and all is above board. Chair also has copy of bank statement which tallied
with Councillor’s monthly figure sheet.

3034
.3

Biodiversity:
Resolved: At the end of the year this earmarked fund will be absorbed back
into the Council general reserves although anything they needed would be
looked at separately in the next financial year. From 2027/28 a budget line
would be included although not with earmarked fund.

3034
.4

Savings Account: Clerk looked into a few building societies and banks for
savings account and the main issue is there is a minimum financial deposit
requirement for some, especially long term and with high interest, but mostly
it is the two signatures needed under our Standing Orders that are not easy
to set up. Unity Trust does have a savings account which offers three options
for parishes and is easily set up as we currently bank with them, and the
Parish is under the threshold so money is protected.
Resolved: To set up a 32 Day Notice Account with Unity Trust, using the
same signatories as current.

Clerk

3035
.0

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: Paid under General Power of Competence

Agreed at meeting
NCALC 3 x training courses

152.40   25.40
TOTAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS

1475.74 25.40

To whom paid Reason
Halkett Salary £812.36, office rent £17
HMRC PAYE
Design to Print Messenger
Unity Trust Service charge

TOTAL PAYMENTS 132

3036.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
3036.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field. Provisional date for skateboard installation 20/21 Feb.
3036.2 Millennium Hall. Nothing to report
3036.3 Commonwealth Flags. Nothing to report.
3036.4 Charities. Nothing to report

3037.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
a. Cllr Bignell Clarification that street sweeper has been in village. 3032
b. Resident Concerns about parking on Brockhall Road/Hight Street. 3032
c. WNC Community Resilience Project information. 3033.1
d. WNC Local Plan consultation. 3022.4
e. Residents Co-option application forms 3022.5
f. Resident Concern about public footpaths. 3022.6
g. WNC Parish Mowing Contract. 3022.7



NCALC Updates and Training
WNC Town & Parish Briefing
WNC Media Updates
WNC weekly planning register
ACRE newsletter

3038.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED
Email WNC Land behind Holiday Inn. Dealt with under 3032.
Letter GUCT Grand Union Canal Transfer further generic consultation and promotion. March agenda
Email NORA request to sign petition regarding North Oxfordshire Residents Action Group/development. Noted.
Email WNC Parish & Town Council Election re-charges – March agenda

Items for inclusion at the next meeting
Flooding Working Group – update Annual Parish Community Award
High Street proposals Local Plan consultation
Rights of Way issues – update Savings Account update
Parish & Town Council Election re-charges Village Sign
Website handover update

The meeting closed at 2035 hrs

Date of next meetings: 10th March, 14th April, Annual Parish Meeting: 21 April
12th May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th September,13th October, 12th November

FLORE PARISH COUNCIL
PAYMENTS MADE 2025-26

Annual
Budget Jan Feb

Spend to
Yr End

Grass cutting - Playing field 1,700.00 1,320.00
Grass cutting - closed churchyard 950.00 660.00
Grass cutting - PCC/URC 770.00 770.00
Grass cutting - highway verges 8,000.00 6,000.00
Memorial Garden* 1,000.00 510.97
Trees/wall/memorial- closed churchyard * 0.00 680.00
Biodiversity/Climate Group 0.00 48.99
General maintenance repairs 100.00 0.00
Highways maintenance - spraying/verges 500.00 180.00
Lights - energy 2,200.00 188.38 1,592.58
Lights - replacement/new* 1,250.00 660.00
Bus shelter - maintenance/materials 0.00 173.05
Seats/bollards/Gateways/Memorial-
replace/maint 0.00 0.00
Bins - litter/dog replacements/repairs 750.00 352.59
flagpoles * 750.00 433.14
Cenotaph 500.00 0.00
planters/plants * 50.00 0.00
Clerk's salary (plus HMRC tax/Ni) 12,350.00 1,015.56 1,015.56 11,171.24
Employer NI contribution 500.00 89.78 89.78 987.61
Clerk's office rent 210.00 17.00 17.00 187.00
Office costs 400.00 289.31
Office equipment/ Website running* 150.00 50.30 389.90
Chairman's allowance 200.00 0.00
Subs - NALC etc 1,000.00 35.00 826.22
Training * 500.00 127.00 219.00
Insurance 850.00 825.12
Audits 600.00 504.00



Room hire (Council/Library) 350.00 295.83
Messenger 1,700.00 195.00 1,488.00
S137 including first aid courses 0.00 0.00
Elections * 500.00 101.00
Grants * 500.00 200.00 200.00
Bank Charges 100.00 6.00 6.00 66.00
Salix Street light loan repayment 1,830.00 1,829.42
Flood projects 0.00 0.00
New Village Hall/land * 1,250.00 0.00
Contingency 750.00 41.67
CIL spend 0.00 0.00

Budget total 42,260.00
Use of income 0.00
Use of Reserves 0.00
Precept 42,260.00
Monthly expenditure Net 1,602.02 1,450.34 32,802.64
VAT 26.48 25.40 2,243.12
Total Monthly expenditure 1,628.50 1,475.74 35,045.76
Running total 33,570.02 35,045.76
* Money earmarked for specific item and put into reserves, if not spent in financial year.

Receipts
Precept 21,130.00 Apr
Messenger (Oliver/RE) 85.00 Apr
WNC litter picking 22/23 454.27 May
Messenger (Cloverlea/Rathore/Landlord/PO) 345.00 May
WNC grass cutting 2025 season 1,348.33 June
Messenger (WI) 25.00 June
Messenger (Irons-kettles/W F R/Flore House 275.00 August
Messenger Purcellx2/Ede/Village Design/Elliotts 435.00 September
Precept 21,130.00 September
WNC litter picking 25/6 737.00 November
Messenger (Cloverlea/Landlords/Purcell/Ede/Irons/Shepherd 515.00 January
Total 46,479.60
Brought forward 43,787.42

90,267.02
Payments to date 33,570.02
Balance in hand 56,697.00
Uncleared payments 242.00
Reconciliation with bank Unity Trust current account 56,939.00

Notes: **  The reserve fund contains the following 'ring-fenced' sums
New Village hall/Land £5,709.00
Memorial Garden £225.00
Street light replacements £2,000.00
Election expenses reserve £1,500.00
Flood projects £1,250.00
Closed Churchyard trees £3,120.00
Training £309.00



Website £804.40
Office equipment £834.00
biodiversity £436.68 To be removed at end of FY
Grants £800.00
Flagpoles £0.00
Seats £1,112.00
Cleaning cart - capital spend £200.00
CIL - capital spend £1,698.16
sub total £19,998.24

Chair 10th March 202
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FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs  

Tel:  01327 341057  Email:  clerk@flore-pc.gov.uk website:  www.flore-pc.gov.uk 
 

5th March 2026 
Dear Councillor 
 
This is your summons to the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7.30 pm in the 
Brodie Lodge Pavilion, Spring Lane.  If you are not able to attend, please let me know. Members of the Public 
and Press are invited to attend.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S Halkett 
Clerk & Proper Officer to the Council 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
AGENDA  
Chair of Council:  Mr Tom Higginson 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence 
 

 

3038.0 To receive declarations of interest  Code of Conduct regarding business to be 
discussed at this meeting 

 

 
3039.0 Public Forum for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 

 
3040.0 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th February 2026.  

 
3041.0 UPDATES  

  To note that WNC has confirmed that they did not respond to the NPP Framework consultation 
specifically about playing fields (re resident asking questions at last meeting) 

 To receive an update from Flore Flood Group 
 

3042.0 GENERAL  
3042.1 To consider an Annual Parish Community Award  
3042.2 To receive an update on the High Street proposals 
3042.3 Consultations: To consider responding to  

 WNC consultation: The Local Plan 
 Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
 Grand Union Canal Transfer 

3042.4 To note and confirm that a resident is looking at our current Defibs and will replace batteries/bleed packs 
should they be required. 

3042.5 To confirm purchase of stakes and bands for a dozen tree saplings that have been planted in the memorial 
garden, donated by resident of Nether Heyford.  To also consider purchasing some bulbs for the garden and 
a jet washing of the memorial stones. 

3042.6 To consider repairs to the Village Sign 
3042.7 To consider the Parish & Town Council Election re-charge options. 
3042.8 To consider taking part in Armed Forces Day 
  
3043.0 FINANCE 
3043.1 Finance update incl Income received, VAT and current reserves 
3043.2 Internal control.  Report on procedures since last meeting 
3043.3 To consider options for the savings account 



 

 
February late payment  
SSE          Street lighting electricity DD    190.58  9.08 
 

3045.0 PLANNING  
3045.1 Application:  2026/0547/LBC.  Avenue Cottage, 5 The Avenue.  Repairs to the roof including additional 

structural supports in the loft cavities, replacement of any damaged joinery, weather proofing, replacement of 
skylight with approved velux window. 

 
 

3045.2 Application:  2026/0267/LBC.  The Croft, 23 Kings Lane.  Installation of toilet and basin, change of fixed 
window to opening window to ground floor cloakroom and replacement of pointing. 

 

3045.3 Application:  2026/0689/FULL.  Hillside Manor, 4 Hillside Road.  New garage  
   

3046.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3046.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field    
3046.2 Millennium Hall   
3046.3 Commonwealth Flags   
3046.4 Charities     

   
3047.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

a.  WNC  Confirmation of non-response to consultation. 3041.0 
b. WNC  Consultation Local Nature Recovery Strategy. 3042.3 
c. GUCT  Consultation Grand Union Canal Transfer. 3042.3 
d. WNC  Parish & Town Council election re-charges. 3042.7 
e. NCALC  Armed Forces Day. 3042.8 
f. WNC  Planning applications x 3. 3045.1/2/3 
NCALC Updates and Training 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
WNC Media Updates 
WNC weekly planning register 
ACRE newsletter 
 

 

3048.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  
   

  
 
 
Date of next full Council meetings:  14th April, Annual Parish Meeting: 21 April 2026 
     12th May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th September,13th October, 12th November 

 

3044.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  Paid under General Power of Competence 

To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
Halkett Salary £812.56, office rent £17  829.56 0 
HMRC PAYE 292.78 0 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
Millennium Hall Rent (Jan-Mar) 82.80 0 
Weedon Bec PC Office costs Sep-Mar 314.87 0 
Unity Trust Service charge 7.00 0 
  TOTAL PAYMENTS 1722.01 0 
 
Plus any invoices received prior to year end (SSE and any others) 
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FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE  
BRODIE LODGE PAVILION, SPRING LANE ON  

10th March 2026 at 7.30 pm  
 

PRESENT:   Councillors: Mr Andy Anderson, Mr Anthony Betts, Mrs Patricia Curran, Mrs Hayley Cox,  
Mrs Hayley Davies, Mr Geoff Fellows, Mr Tom Higginson, Mrs Joy Rippon,  
Mr Nigel Strang, Mr John Thomason 
2 Members of the public present 

    Unitary Cllr Mr Phil Bignell     
 

Meeting Chair:  Chair Mr Tom Higginson 
Cllr Higginson welcomed newly co-opted Cllr Mr Anthony Betts to the Council. 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence:  All present 
 
3038.0 

discussion. Nothing declared. 
 

 

3039.0 Public Forum.   
 U/Cllr Bignell:  Budget has been passed; parking charges in our area not agreed; there will be a 

4.95% raise in the council tax; green bin charges will be £69 per year.  Blue Badge holders will 
have to pay for their badges from April. The Local Plan consultation is ongoing and there was 
conversation about the latest accident on the bypass. Cllr Bignell took a few notes and will report 
back on what the Councillor feel should be done. 

 Two residents had come to listen. 
 Cllr Rippon asked about the footpath by the playing field to the school and the churned up verge 

on The Avenue. She was informed that they both belong to WNC and should be reported on 
Fixmystreet. 

 Cllr Davies asked if we could write to the Diocese about the hedging on The Avenue which is 
overgrown again.  Clerk to do so 

 

 

3040.0 The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 10th February 2026 were confirmed as 
being accurate and signed by the Chair.  
 

 

3041.0 Updates: 
 NPPF.  WNC confirmed that they did not respond to this consultation however there is still some 

protection for playing fields. 
 Flore Flood Group update

be attending the flood warden training this month. The drains on Brockhall Road seem to be 
working.  Marie Hepplewhite from WNC will be coming to the Council meeting in April to talk 
about the Community Resilience Project that Flore has just agreed to be a member of.  Meeting 
will start at 7pm to allow her to speak before the main meeting starts at 7.30 pm 

 

   
3042.0 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE  
3042.1 Annual Parish Community Award.  Cllr Curran advised about this proposed award. She will do some 

more work and come back to the meeting in June with details on specific criteria including how it 
 

Cllr Curran 
June agenda 

3042.2 High Street proposals.  Cllr Higginson advised that he is still waiting for a date to meet up with SJ of 
WNC to talk about proposals for the High Street, and to clarify what money is left from the initial fund. 

Cllr  
Higginson 

3042.3 Consultations:   
Local Plan.  Slides of Sec 18 briefing to be sourced.  Cllr Higginson will draft up a response which will 
be emailed to all to comment, before submission.  Likely comments will consist of the housing 
allocation set for the village and the industrial development proposed for Junction 16.  Whilst talking 
about this, the Weedon application for industrial development was mentioned and Councillors agreed 
to submit a response to this as well. 
Local Nature Recovery Strategy.  Cllr Strange to look at 
Grand Union Canal Transfer.  Cllr Fellows is attending one of the briefings on this and will report back 
to all.   

 
Clerk 
Cllr  
Higginson 
 
 
Cllr Strang 
Cllr Fellows 

3042.4 Defibs.  Company who deals with Defibs has serviced both cabinets and checked the pads and bleed 
kits which are confirmed to be in good condition.  Thanks, have been sent to him. 

 

3042.5 Memorial Garden  
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Resolved:  To purchase stakes, bands and bulbs for the memorial garden. Also approved: purchase 
some bulbs for both spring and summer colour and the cleaning of the memorial stones. 

Clerk 

3042.6 Village Sign:  A quote has been received from the company who made the sign for the village in 
2000.  To repaint the whole sign would cost £2019 which includes grit blasting of the wrought iron 
framework, and painted with black satin enamel paint, powder coated and baked.  The pale will be 
grit blasted to remove the old paint and then treated and hand painted.  The Sign would also be 
collected from the village and returned once work completed.  Council to arrange to get it removed 
from the post. 
Resolved:  To undertake this work in the next FY at the cost of £2019. 

Clerk 

3042.7 Election Re-Charges. After discussion Council elected to go with the cheapest proposed option -
Option C.  

Clerk 

3042.8 Armed Forces Day. Cllr Strange advised that this is something he would like to take forward.  The 
flags will be flown, as usual and he would write up something for the newsletter (working with Cllr 
Davies) to inform residents that there is a big event planned in Northampton. Going forward he would 
look into something for next year. 

Cllr Strang 

   
3043.0 FINANCIAL/ADMIN  
3043.1 Finance update:  Monthly figures submitted to the Councillors show payments for last few months 

including current (at time of agenda published).   
Income received during February: £50 for Messenger advertising 
VAT spent: February £0 
Reserves:  50% of Precept £21,130, current ring-fenced reserves £20,000 plus estimated spend to 
end year £0. General reserves £12,000 (figures approx.) 

 

3043.2 Internal control:  Cllr Davies had confirmed that she has seen the Cashbook, monthly figures 
submitted to the Council and the current bank statements, and all is above board. Chair also has 
copy of bank statemen . 

 

3043.3 Savings Account:  Unity confirmed that we could have two savings accounts, the 32 day timed one as 
approved last month and a general savings, should we so wish. 
Resolved.  Councillors agreed to go with both accounts. 
 

Clerk 

3044.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  Paid under General Power of Competence 
 

 

 

  Agreed at meeting 
  Bliss Lane Nursery  Plants for planter outside PO             50.00                0    
            TOTAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS  1772.01                0 

To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
February late payment    
SSE Street lighting 190.58 9.08 

 
March    
Halkett Salary £812.56, office rent £17  829.56 0 
HMRC PAYE 292.78 0 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
Millennium Hall Rent for meetings Jan-Mar 82.80 0 
Weedon Bec PC Office costs Sep-Mar 314.87 0 
Unity Trust Service charge 7.00 0 
  TOTAL PAYMENTS 1722.01 0 

 
 

 Any other invoices received before year end to be paid, if agreed 
 
 

 

3045.0 PLANNING  
3045.1 Application:  2026/0547/LBC.  Avenue Cottage, 5 The Avenue.  Repairs to the roof including 

additional structural supports in the loft cavities, replacement of any damaged joinery, weather 
proofing, replacement of skylight with approved velux window. 
The Council has no objections to this application which will not affect the street scene and is in 
line with our Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

3045.2 Application:  2026/0267/LBC.  The Croft, 23 Kings Lane.  Installation of toilet and basin, 
change of fixed window to opening window to ground floor cloakroom and replacement of 
pointing.  The Council has no objections to this application which will not affect the street scene 
and is in line with our Neighbourhood Plan.  

 

3045.3 Application:  2026/0689/FULL.  Hillside Manor, 4 Hillside Road.  New garage. The Council has 
no objections to this application which will not adversely affect the street scene and is in line with 
our Neighbourhood Plan 
 

 

3046.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
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3046.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field.  Skateboard ramp has been installed and is proving popular. Car 

boot on 3rd May. 
 

3046.2 Millennium Hall. Nothing to report  
3046.3 Commonwealth Flags.  Nothing to report.  
3046.4 Charities.  Grants given to Flore School, URC and PCC youth groups.  
   
3047.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

a.  WNC  Confirmation of non-response to consultation. 3041.0 
b. WNC  Consultation Local Nature Recovery Strategy. 3042.3 
c. GUCT  Consultation Grand Union Canal Transfer. 3042.3 
d. WNC  Parish & Town Council election re-charges. 3042.7 
e. NCALC  Armed Forces Day. 3042.8 
f. WNC  Planning applications x 3. 3045.1/2/3 
 
NCALC Updates and Training 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
WNC Media Updates 
WNC weekly planning register 
ACRE newsletter 

 

   
3048.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  
PFCC meeting  asking for questions  noted. 
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits consultation  noted, no comments 
 
Items for inclusion at the next meeting  

 

Flooding Working Group  update 
Community Resilience  7pm start at meeting in April   
Rights of Way issues  update if received   
Annual Parish Community Award  June agenda 
 
The meeting closed at 2050 hrs 
 
Date of next meetings:   14th April, Annual Parish Meeting:  21 April 

12th May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th September,13th October, 12th November 
 

FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
PAYMENTS MADE 2025-26 

  
Annual 
Budget Feb Mar 

Spend to 
Yr End 

Grass cutting - Playing field  1,700.00     1,320.00 
Grass cutting - closed churchyard  950.00     660.00 
Grass cutting -  PCC/URC  770.00     770.00 
Grass cutting - highway verges 8,000.00     6,000.00 
Memorial Garden* 1,000.00     510.97 
Trees/wall/memorial- closed churchyard * 0.00     680.00
Biodiversity/Climate Group 0.00     48.99 
General maintenance repairs 100.00     0.00 
Highways maintenance - spraying/verges 500.00     180.00 
Lights - energy 2,200.00 181.50   1,774.08 
Lights - replacement/new* 1,250.00     660.00 
Bus shelter - maintenance/materials 0.00     173.05 
Seats/bollards/Gateways/Memorial-replace/maint  0.00     0.00 
Bins - litter/dog replacements/repairs 750.00     352.59 
flagpoles * 750.00     433.14 
Cenotaph 500.00     0.00 
planters/plants * 50.00   50.00 50.00 
Clerk's salary (plus HMRC tax/Ni) 12,350.00 1,015.56 1,015.56 12,186.80 
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Employer NI contribution 500.00 89.78 89.78 1,077.39 
Clerk's office rent 210.00 17.00 17.00 204.00 
Office costs  400.00   188.54 477.85 
Office equipment/ Website running* 150.00     389.90 
Chairman's allowance  200.00     0.00 
Subs - NALC etc  1,000.00   126.33 952.55 
Training * 500.00 127.00   219.00 
Insurance  850.00     825.12 
Audits  600.00     504.00 
Room hire (Council/Library) 350.00   82.80 378.63 
Messenger  1,700.00 195.00 195.00 1,683.00 
S137 including first aid courses 0.00     0.00 
Elections * 500.00     101.00 
Grants * 500.00     200.00 
Bank Charges 100.00 6.00 7.00 73.00 
Salix Street light loan repayment 1,830.00     1,829.42 
Flood projects 0.00     0.00 
New Village Hall/land * 1,250.00     0.00 
Contingency  750.00     41.67 
CIL  spend 0.00     0.00 
          

Budget total 
42,260.0

0       
Use of income 0.00       
Use of Reserves 0.00       

Precept 
42,260.0

0       

Monthly expenditure Net   1,631.84 1,772.01 
34,756.1

5 
VAT   34.48 0.00 2,252.20 

Total Monthly expenditure   1,666.32 1,772.01 
37,008.3

5 

Running total   
35,236.3

4 
37,008.3

5   
* Money earmarked for specific item and put into reserves, if not spent in financial year. 
     

Financial Position as at 28th February 2026  
Receipts  
Precept 21,130.00 
Messenger (Oliver/RE) 85.00 
WNC litter picking 22/23 454.27 
Messenger (Cloverlea/Rathore/Landlord/PO) 345.00 
WNC grass cutting 2025 season 1,348.33 
Messenger (WI) 25.00 
Messenger (Irons-kettles/W F R/FloreHouse 275.00 
Messenger Purcellx2/Ede/Village Design/Elliotts 435.00 
Precept 21,130.00 
WNC litter picking 25/6 737.00 
Messenger 515.00     
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(Cloverlea/Landlords/Purcell/Ede/Irons/Shepherd 
Post office 50.00 
Total 46,529.60 
Brought forward 43,787.42 

 90,317.02 
Payments to date 35,236.34 
Balance in hand 55,080.68 
Uncleared payments 0.00 
Reconciliation with banks  
Unity Trust current account 55,080.68 

  
Notes:  **  The reserve fund contains the following 'ring-fenced' 
sums 
New Village hall/Land £5,709.00 
Memorial Garden £225.00 
Street light replacements £2,000.00 
Election expenses reserve £1,500.00 
Flood projects £1,250.00 
Closed Churchyard trees £3,120.00 
Training £309.00 
Website £804.40 
Office equipment £834.00 
biodiversity £436.68 
Grants £800.00 
Flagpoles £0.00 
Seats £1,112.00 
Cleaning cart - capital spend £200.00 
CIL - capital spend £1,698.16 
sub total £19,998.24 

  
Sue Halkett  
Clerk to the Council/RFO   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair  14th April 2026 
 
 
 
 



 
 



FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs  

Tel:  01327 341057  Email:  clerk@flore-pc.gov.uk website:  www.flore-pc.gov.uk 
 

9th April 2026 
Dear Councillor 
 
This is your summons to the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 7.00 pm (for a talk 
about community resilience) Parish Council meeting to commence at 7.30 pm in the Brodie Lodge Pavilion, 
Spring Lane.  If you are not able to attend, please let me know. Members of the Public and Press are invited to 
attend.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S Halkett 
Clerk & Proper Officer to the Council 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
AGENDA  
Chair of Council:  Mr Tom Higginson 
 
7.00 pm  WNC Community Resilience.  Talk/Update to the Council 
7.30 pm  Parish Council meeting commences. 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence 
 

 

3049.0 To receive declarations of interest  Code of Conduct regarding business to be 
discussed at this meeting 

 

 
3050.0 Public Forum for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 

 
3051.0 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th March 2026.  

 
3052.0 UPDATES  

  To receive an update from Flore Flood Group including confirmation that Cllr Thomason and Curran, and 
resident G Slinn has completed and passed their flood warden training.  To also confirm that WNC has 
written to riparian owners and reminded them of their responsibilities. 

 To note that a response was submitted under the Local Plan consultation 
 To note correspondence regarding the Flore bypass 

 
3053.0 GENERAL  
3053.1 to consider confirmation of 

the adoption of the street lighting. 
3053.2 To note the correspondence regarding the community transport and to consider whether Flore wants to join in 
3053.3 To consider a quote for cleaning the memorial stones (by hand with algae remover) and strimming, clearing 

and washing benches. 
3053.4 To consider the Community Resilience Project, presentation earlier.  
  
3054.0 FINANCE 
3054.1 Finance update incl Income received, VAT and current reserves 
3054.2 Internal control.  Report on procedures since last meeting 
3054.3 To confirm receipt of audit paperwork and to consider Section 1:  Annual Governance Statement 



 

Payments made March meeting  1772.01 0 
      

    Other March invoices paid 27th March 
To whom paid Reason Amount VAT 
SSE Street lighting 155.99 7.43 
Parish online Subscriptions 120.00 20.00 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
NCALC Training 55.20 9.20 
WNC Norse Bin emptying 423.11 70.52 
LC Hedging Grass cutting 600.00 100.00 
ICO Subscriptions 52.00 0 
 Extra invoices Total 1601.30 207.15 
 
 
April payments 

Monthly total 3373.31 207.15 

To whom paid Reason Amount VAT 
Halkett Salary/Office costs 848.43 0 
HMRC  301.13 0 
Brodie Lodge playing field Rent Feb/Mar 30.00 0 
M Freeman Playing field/C/yard grass cutting 264.00 44.00 
LC Hedging Highways grass cutting 300.00 50.00 
NCALC Subscriptions £660.28/Audit £369.31 1029.59 63.55 
Unity Trust bank Services charges 7.00 0 
 Total 2780.15 157.55 
    

 
3056.0 PLANNING  
3056.1 To consider responding to the agent for landowner regarding Call 4 Sites  

 
3057.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3057.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field    
3057.2 Millennium Hall   
3057.3 Commonwealth Flags   
3057.4 Charities     

   
3058.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

a.  WNC   Confirmation of Flood Warden Training. 3052 
b. WNC   Letters gone to riparian owners of water courses. 3052 
c. U/Cllr Bignell/WNC Correspondence re bypass. 3052 
d. WNC   Proposed adoption of Orbit Homes site on Brockhall Road. 3053.1 
e. Various parishes  Community Transport. 3053.3 
f. PKF Littlejohn  Audit paperwork. 3054.3 
g. Agent   Registered call for sites area under Local Plan. 3056.1 
h. WNC   Customer Services & Libraries.  Noted  
I WNC   Community Companions. Noted 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
WNC Media Updates 
WNC weekly planning register 
ACRE newsletter 
 

 

3059.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  
 
Date of next full Council meetings:  Annual Parish Meeting: 21 April 2026 
     12th May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th September,13th October, 12th November 

 

3055.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  Paid under General Power of Competence 
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FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
BRODIE LODGE PAVILION, SPRING LANE ON 

14th April 2026 at 7.30 pm 
 

PRESENT:   Councillors: Mr Andy Anderson, Mr Anthony Betts, Mrs Patricia Curran, Mrs Hayley Cox,  
Mrs Hayley Davies, Mr Geoff Fellows, Mr Tom Higginson, Mrs Joy Rippon,  
Mr Nigel Strang, Mr John Thomason 
3 Members of the public present 

     
Meeting Chair:  Chair Mr Tom Higginson 
7.00 pm West Northants Council Emergency Planning Officer came to speak to the Council about what happens next 
on the Community & Resilience Project.  Cllr Higginson thanked WNC for the presentation which was highly informative. 
7.30 pm Parish Council meeting commenced 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence:  Unitary Cllrs Phil Bignell and Debra King  
 
3049.0 

discussion. Nothing declared. 
 

 

3050.0 Public Forum.   
 Resident asked if he could attend a meeting when his planning application came up. Chair 

advised that he could. 
 Resident asked on update to land behind the Holiday Inn and Stowe Hill site.  Cllr Fellows gave 

update on the land issue and Clerk advised on the latest info on Stowe Hill. 
 Resident came to listen to the Community Resilience Project information. She advised that the 

Climate and Nature Group are meeting with church members shortly to look at the churchyard 
being in the conservation scheme. 

 

 

3051.0 The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 10th March 2026 were confirmed as 
being accurate and signed by the Chair.  
 

 

3052.0 Updates: 
 Flood Group:  Confirmation that Cllrs Thomason and Curran and resident Mr Slinn have 

completed their flood warden training.  WNC has also written to riparian owners regarding their 
responsibilities.  Cllr Thomason advised that there were other residents who were willing to help 
out covering areas that flood, as and when.  He also advised that he had reported his concerns 
about the canal banking by the Wharf to CaRT 

 Local Plan consultation:  Noted response submitted. 
 Flore bypass.  Noted correspondence. 
 The Avenue:  Noted that agents are aware that we have requested the cut back of the hedging 

of the field, once birds stopped nesting. 

 

   
30530 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE  
3053.1 Orbit Homes site, Brockhall Road. Cllr Thomason would check to see whether all lights are working 

and in good condition.  Council agreed to take over the responsibility for the street lighting, once area 
adopted by WNC. 

 

3053.2 Community Transport.  Noted.  No further comments to be made.   
3053.3 Memorial Garden cleaning/clearing area around stones/seat.  Quote received to clean the granite 

stones by hand, and strim around seats - £180 
Resolved:  To accept the quote 

 
Clerk 

3053.4 Community Resilience Project. The Councillors agreed that joining this project was well worth it. Cllr 
Thomason/Curran and flood team, including Emmie Williamson, to head up this project. 

Clerk 

   
3054.0 FINANCIAL/ADMIN  
3054.1 Finance update:  Monthly figures submitted to the Councillors show payments for last few months 

including current (at time of agenda published).   
Income received during March: £355 for Messenger advertising 
VAT spent: March £207 
Reserves:  50% of Precept, current ring-fenced reserves £23,000  
General reserves £11,000 (figures approx.) 
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3054.2 Internal control:  Cllr Davies had confirmed that she has seen the Cashbook, monthly figures 

submitted to the Council and the current bank statements, and all is above board. Chair also has 
ure sheet. 

 

3054.3 Audit:  Paperwork has been received from PKF Littlejohn. 
Sec 1 Annual Governance Statement:  Councillors provided with questions which were read out.  All 
in agreement for all questions, including the new Q10.  Chair signed document 
 

Clerk 

3055.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  Paid under General Power of Competence 
 

 

 Payments made March meeting  1772.01 0 
 

Other March invoices paid 27th March   
To whom paid Reason Amount VAT 
SSE Street lighting 155.99 7.43 
Parish online Subscriptions 120.00 20.00 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
NCALC Training 55.20 9.20 
WNC Norse Bin emptying 423.11 70.52 
LC Hedging Grass cutting 600.00 100.00 
ICO Subscriptions 52.00 0 
 Extra invoices Total 1601.30 207.15 
 
 
April payments 

Monthly total 3373.31 207.15 

To whom paid Reason Amount VAT 
Halkett Salary/Office costs 848.43 0 
HMRC  301.13 0 
Brodie Lodge playing field Rent Feb/Mar 30.00 0 
M Freeman Playing field/C/yard grass cutting 264.00 44.00 
LC Hedging Highways grass cutting 300.00 50.00 
NCALC Subscriptions £660.28/Audit £369.31 1029.59 63.55 
Unity Trust bank Services charges 7.00 0 
Any other invoices received after agenda published  0 
SSE Street lighting electricity  151.46 7.21 
 Total 2931.61 164.76 

   

 
 

   
3056.0 PLANNING  
3056.1 Call for Sites.  Council are not minded to engage with agent at this time. 

 
 

3057.0 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3057.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field.  200 Club currently has 222 subscriptions. Car boot on 3rd May  
3057.2 Millennium Hall. Nothing to report  
3057.3 Commonwealth Flags.  Nothing to report.  
3057.4 Local Charities:  Nothing to report  
   
3058.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

a. WNC Confirmation of Flood Warden Training. 3052
b. WNC   Letters gone to riparian owners of water courses. 3052 
c. U/Cllr Bignell/WNC Correspondence re bypass. 3052 
d. WNC   Proposed adoption of Orbit Homes site on Brockhall Road. 

3053.1 
e. Various parishes  Community Transport. 3053.3 
f. PKF Littlejohn  Audit paperwork. 3054.3 
g. Agent   Registered call for sites area under Local Plan. 3056.1 
h. WNC   Customer Services & Libraries.  Noted  
I WNC   Community Companions. Noted 
 
NCALC Updates and Training 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
WNC Media Updates 
WNC weekly planning register 
ACRE newsletter 
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3059.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  
Cllr Davies confirmed that the Scouts had been successful in obtaining Part A of S106 money to sort out the 
heating in the Scout Hut 
Cllr Strang advised that he had heard back from the Rights of Way team regarding footpath EU1 and they 
confirm that they are hoping to make the order in the next 3-6 months. 
WNC  Local Transport Plan.  Noted, no comments from the Parish Council 
 
Items for inclusion at the next meeting  
Flooding Working Group  update 
Annual Parish Community Award  June agenda 
 

 
 

 

The meeting closed at 2025 hrs 
 
The Chair reminded Cllrs about the Annual Parish Meeting on the 21st April in the Millennium Hall at 7pm 
Date of next meetings:   12th May, 9th June, 14th July, 8th September,13th October, 12th November 
 

PAYMENTS MADE 2026-27 

  
Annual 
Budget April 

Spend to Yr 
End 

Grass cutting - Playing field  1,700.00 110.00 110.00 
Grass cutting - closed churchyard  850.00 110.00 110.00 
Grass cutting -  PCC/URC  770.00   0.00 
Grass cutting - highway verges 8,000.00 250.00 250.00 
Memorial Garden* 1,000.00   0.00 
Trees/wall/memorial- closed churchyard * 0.00   0.00 
Biodiversity/Climate Group 0.00   0.00 
General maintenance repairs 500.00   0.00 
Lights - energy 3,000.00 144.25 144.25 
Lights - replacement/new* 2,600.00   0.00 
Bus shelter - maintenance/materials 1,000.00   0.00 
Seats/bollards/Gateways/Memorial-
replace/maint  0.00   0.00 
Bins - litter/dog replacements/repairs 750.00   0.00 
flagpoles * 0.00   0.00 
Village Sign 3,500.00   0.00 
planters/plants  0.00   0.00 
Clerk's salary (plus HMRC tax/Ni) 12,600.00 1,039.23 1,039.23 
Employer NI contribution 1,000.00 93.33 93.33 
Clerk's office rent 210.00 17.00 17.00 
Office costs  350.00   0.00 
Office equipment/ Website running* 150.00   0.00 
Chairman's allowance  200.00   0.00 
Subs - NALC etc  1,000.00 660.28 660.28 
Training * 0.00   0.00 
Insurance  850.00   0.00 
Audits  650.00 305.76 305.76 
Room hire (Council/Library) 700.00 30.00 30.00 
Messenger  1,700.00   0.00 
S137 including first aid courses 0.00   0.00 
Elections * 0.00   0.00 
Grants * 0.00   0.00 
Bank Charges 100.00 7.00 7.00 
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Salix Street light loan repayment 0.00   0.00 
Flood projects 0.00   0.00 
Village Projects* 1,000.00   0.00 
Contingency  500.00   0.00 
CIL  spend 0.00   0.00 
        
Budget total 44,680.00     
Use of income 1,000.00     
Use of Reserves 0.00     
Precept 43,680.00     
Monthly expenditure Net   2,766.85 2,766.85 
VAT   164.76 164.76 
Total Monthly expenditure   2,931.61 2,931.61 
Running total   2,931.61   
* Money earmarked for specific item and put into reserves, if not spent in financial year. 
Financial Position as at 31st March 2026  
Receipts  
  
Total 0.00 
Brought forward 52,062.37 

 52,062.37 
Payments to date  
Balance in hand 52,062.37 
Uncleared payments 0.00 
Reconciliation with banks  
Unity Trust current account 52,062.37 

  
Notes:  **  The reserve fund contains the following 'ring-fenced' sums 
  
Village Project £6,959.00 
Memorial Garden £714.03 
Street light replacements £2,590.00 
Election expenses reserve £1,899.00 
Flood projects £1,250.00 
Closed Churchyard trees £3,120.00 
Training £544.00 
Website £564.50 
Office equipment £834.00 
Grants £1,100.00 
Flagpoles £316.96 
Seats £1,112.00 
Cleaning cart - capital spend £200.00 
CIL - capital spend £1,698.16 
sub total £22,901.65 
  
 

Chair  12th May 2026 





FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
Held in the Millennium Hall, Flore on  

Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 7.00pm  
 

MINUTES 
 
Present     Parish Cllrs:   Mr Anthony Betts, Mrs Pat Curran, Mrs Hayley Davies, Mr Geoff Fellows,  

Mr Tom Higginson, Mrs Joy Rippon, Mr John Thomason 
Unitary Cllr Mr Phil Bignell  
6 Members of the public 

 
The meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Parish Council Mr Tom Higginson 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Parish Cllrs Mr Andy Anderson, Mrs Hayley Cox 
 
2.  Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 2nd April 2025. These minutes were signed and agreed at 

 2025.   
 
3.  Any matters arising:  One question raised, which  be answered at the time, asking about an 
update on the solar farm.  To date, there still has been no decision made as to starting this development, as 
EDF cannot get a National Grid connection at present. 
 

 Cllr Higginson read out his report 
Firstly, I would like to welcome everyone to the 2026 Flore Annual Parish Meeting.  The purpose of the 
meeting is to give parishioners the opportunity to hear what the Parish Council has been doing since the last 
Annual meeting and to ask any questions or raise any concerns that you may have about the parish and any 
parish business. 
The start of last year saw a number of changes to the Parish Council.  Firstly, at the West Northamptonshire 
ward level Flore moved from part of the Long Buckby ward and transferred across to become part of Campion.  
Secondly it was also election year for both West Northampton and parishes.  We had hoped that elections 
would have been held to elect a new parish council but unfortunately, we did not attract enough candidates 
willing to stand and put their names forward.  A number of long-standing councillors stood down, and I would 
like to thank each and every one of them for their commitment and support in making Flore the wonderful place 
it is to live in - Chris Littlewood, Kathyrn Baines, Kevin Beasley, Simon Levell and Geoff Holden.  During the 
year Freya Davies also left the Council for what will be a great career in the RAF. 
The Parish also welcomed new Councillors throughout the year.  Nigel Strang, Hayley Davies, Hayley Cox, Joy 
Rippon, Pat Curran and Anthony Betts all of whom have got their feet firmly under the table. 
At Ward level we are well represented by Unitary Councillors Phil Bignell and Debra King.  I also want to thank 
Charles Moreton who with the boundary changes remained in Lond Buckby ward. 
The role of the Parish Council is not just about holding an annual meeting but holding monthly meetings where 
the day-to-day business of the Council is transacted. Parishioners are always very welcome to attend either to 
simply observe or because there is an issue which they wish to bring to the attention of the Council.  For a long 
time, these meetings were held at the Chapel Schoolroom, with grateful thanks to the URC for hosting us.  
Recently the meetings have reverted to the Brodie Lodge where they were originally held (I now have keys!). 
The meetings consider a range of issues  from planning applications within the village to policy consultations 
that other organisations and bodies are seeking our views and inputs.  We are lucky that the Flore 
Neighbourhood Plan provides help in the assessment of planning applications as well as the expertise of Andy 
Anderson.  We oversea contracts and responsibilities that the Council hold from grass mowing through to 
streetlights as well as making sure the assets that we own are safe and secure.  Nigel Strang as our paths 
warden ensures public rights of way remain open and accessible. 



As Councillors we undergo training on a variety of matters and issues and the introduction to being a 
Councillor is always one new councillors find particularly helpful.  As the new Chair I undertook specific training 
for this role, which I found to be both invaluable and illuminating  how to deal with rowdy meetings being one 
of the topics! 
Looking back over the year there are some matters that I would like to highlight. 
Flooding and the impacts of climate change.  John Thomason will be giving an update later in this meeting, but 

his determination in ensuring that the village is as well protected as 
possible.  Recent significant flooding events have demonstrated that this is an issue that we must take 
seriously and John has set up a Flood Warden group to help coordinate responses to future events.  More 
volunteers would be very welcome to join the group and expand its capacity.  Full training will be given.  
The Brington road housing scheme.  As a consequence of the protracted legal challenge by Barwood Homes 
the decision to refuse the application by the planning inspectorate was quashed and a new inquiry held.  
Despite the valiant support given by Cllr Bignell the appeal was allowed principally on the grounds that WNC 
could not demonstrate a government requirement that it had sufficient land for housing.  Planning will 
increasingly become an issue over the next year or so particularly with the progress of the new West 
Northamptonshire Local Plan through its various stages.  A need to find additional housing as well as the 
speculative allocation of the J16 sand and gravel site for warehousing is a matter that we will vigorously 
pursue. 
The Scout hut successfully applied for and won some of the Bovis Homes monies held by WNC.  I think its fair 
to say improvements have now got the 
funds that they need. 
For those of you that read the Messenger you will have noticed that the Parish Council section has become 
fuller with more details given about what was discussed at the last parish council meeting and the issues that 
the council is having to consider and address.  This is thanks to the work of Freya and Hayley Davies and Joy 
Rippon. 
The Flore bypass.  There have been far too many tragic accidents the reasons for which we can only speculate 
on and which are of concern to the parish council.  With Phil Bignells support WNC undertook some remedial 
works by painting hatched lines and a red central area.  Whilst this has helped the recent accident 
demonstrates that more needs to be done. 
Finally I would like to thank all of my fellow Councillors all of whom either have specific roles and duties to 
perform or provide invaluable advice and guidance as well as a number of residents who also have taken on 
roles and tasks  Chris Littlewood for grass cutting, looking after the planters outside the shop, trees and the 
memorial garden; Emmie Williamson for the Flore Climate and nature group.  Specific thanks to Geoff Fellows, 
as my deputy and who stands in for me when council matters clash with Flore Boards and other commitments 
as well as his role as Police Liaison Officer and also with Lyndsay tirelessly keeping the village free of litter. 
And finally, a very big thank you to Sue Halkett, our Clerk, our timekeeper, our task master and who keeps us 
on the straight and narrow. 
That concludes my report for this year. 
 
Comments (C) Questions (Q) from the floor 
Nothing received. 
 
5.  Presentation:  AI  Cllr Geoff Fellows 
An extremely interesting presentation was given, leaning on what the definition of AI is and what it can do.  AI 
focuses on creating systems capable of performing tasks that typically require human intelligence, such as 
reasoning, learning, decision-making, and problem-solving.  These systems can process vast amounts of data, 
recognize patterns, and adapt their behaviour over time without explicit programming. Within a year it could be 
running the country!! 
Q:  How do they make any money? Money is generated by automating tasks, enhancing productivity, 
creating digital content, and powering AI-driven products and services for businesses and individuals many of 
whom pay a monthly fee to companies 
C: Young people seem to have more of a relationship with AI than with their friends as cognitive atrophy 
weakens mental abilities, including memory, critical thinking, and problem solving 
Geoff was thanked for his presentation. 



Presentation: Growing up in Flore, a young person s perspective  Harry Dransfield 
Harry spoke about how happy his life is in the village; he leads a full life of friendship and adventure.  He loves 
his school who are like an extended family to him, his is not just a number but part of a team.  May Day is an 
exciting time where the whole village celebrates.  He is a member of the Flore football club and loves training 
and playing on the Brodie Lodge playing field.  A member of Flore Scout Group he is always learning new 
skills.  Harry was also Jack in the Jack and the Beanstalk pantomime last year, which he talked about with 
much enthusiasm.  
Harry gave a fantastic and emotional presentation which he was thanked for. 
Q: What do you want to be when you grow up?  Actor or footballer whichever he is better at 
 
Presentation/Update on Flooding in the Parish  Cllr John Thomason 
John updated the meeting on things that had happened since the last meeting.  There are now three qualified 
flood wardens although a lot more people willing to help out in different areas of the village.   WNC has now 
produced the full Section 19 Report for the village. They are taking various actions to improve the risk and 
flooding.  Flore PC has also confirmed that they will work with WNC on the Community Resilience Project. 
There were no questions 
John was thanked for his presentation 
 
6.  Report by Northants Police.  Nothing received. 
 
7.  Report by Unitary Councillors  Unitary Cllr Phil Bignell  
Phil was delighted to be re-elected to West Northants Unitary Authority last May, he represents the Ward of 
Campion which includes Flore. West Northants Council has changed politically from Conservative rule to that 
of Reform so he is now a back bencher. It has been a very busy year and he has had issues to deal with than 
usual, related to Planning and Highways. The emerging Local Plan calls for a minimum of 62 houses to be built 
in the village. The by-pass has presented many problems since being opened with unfortunate fatalities 
occurring. He has also been involved with numerous household enquiries in the Parish and is always willing 
and happy to provide assistance where possible. 
C:  The Flore Hill closure was an issue, particularly the diversion down Spring Lane for busses and lorries. Do 
they need licences.  Cllr Bignell advised that they  to undertake the necessary repairs as utility companies 
have the right to close roads but then submit paperwork and inform the bus companies.  Cllr Fellows advised 
that he contacted Cadent who installed different signs which helped. 
C:  The Local Nature Restoration Strategy is a good initiative by WNC  
Unitary Cllr Phil Bignell was thanked for his presentation. 
 
8.   Reports by Village Charities  
The Flore Charity.   This Charity is made up various merged charities.  The Trustees administer the money, 
current Trustees are one each from: the Parish Council (Chris Littlewood), Parochial Church Council (Sue 
Raven) and the United Reformed Church (Liz Nye), one ex-officio (Revd Stephen Burrow) and 2 co-optative 
trustees (Wendy Pittman & Paul Minton). 
The income for the Charity derives from investments and the leasing of two areas of agricultural land in Flore.   
In 2025/26 two student grants totalling £600 and two relief in need grants totalling £300 were given out.   
 
Richard Capell Educational Foundation. The income from this Charity derives from investments made 
through the Charities Office Investment Fund.  The grants paid out are limited to improving education and the 
beneficiaries include the School and the two church youth programmes.  For 2025/26 the grants totalled 
£2,300. The Trustees are: 2 persons nominated by the Parish Council (Mike Penn and Chris Littlewood), 2 
persons nominated by the Parochial Church Council (Sue Raven & Ann Maud), Ex-officio (The Revd Stephen 
Burrow) and 1 person nominated by the Local Education Authority (Unitary Councillor Debra King). 
 
9.  Financial Report.  The Clerk informed the meeting that the Council had received £46,884.60 income 
(£42,260 Precept) and spent £38,609.68. Money in the bank totalled, at the year end, £52,062.37. Bank 
Statement was available if anyone wished to view it. 
 
 
 



10.  Issues raised:  
Q:  There has been notification that we need another 62 houses in the village. Does the Neighbourhood Plan 
require a lot of work and consultation?   
Yes, lots of work although we need to wait until the Local Plan is up and running before we update our 
Neighbourhood Plan. The Local Plan has to go through specific processes and at the last consultation we 
responded regarding the housing numbers, funding for the Neighbourhood Plan (which was given previously 
but seems to not be offered to update Neighbourhood Plans) and also commented on a speculative industrial 
development south of Junction 16, on the proposed sand and gravel extraction site, which is news to all. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.10pm.  
The Chair thanked all for attending and advised that tea/coffee and biscuits are available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed:   Chair 
12th May 2026 



FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs  

Tel:  01327 341057  Email:  florepc@btinternet.com 
7th May 2026 

Dear Councillor 
 
This is your summons to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.00 pm 
in the Brodie Lodge Pavillion, Spring Lane.  If you are not able to attend, please let me know. Members of the Public 
and Press are invited to attend.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S Halkett 
Clerk & Proper Officer to the Council 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
AGENDA  
3060.0 To consider the election of Chairman for 2026-27.   

 
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence 
 

 

3061.0 To consider the election of Vice Chairman for 2026-27 
 

 

3062.0 
discussed at this meeting  
 

 

3063.0 Allocation of areas of interest for Councillors (residents can also undertake some areas of interest)  
Finance & Employment Advisory Committee:  
  Nominated Internal Controller  
  Pensions Regulator  
Newsletter editor 
Parish Path Warden 
Parish Flood Warden 
Parish Highways Warden 
Website Administrator 
Facebook Editor: 
Town & Parish Council meeting rep 
Police Liaison Representative 
 
Council Street Assets responsibilities 
 
To also confirm full contact details for all Councillors 
 

 

3064.0 Nominations to outside bodies: 
2 Trustees for the Brodie Lodge playing field committee (Councillors) 
2 Trustees for the Richard Capell Educational Trust (2) (Residents) 
1 Trustee & 1 Co-optative Trustee for The Flore Charity (2) (Residents) 
1 Trustee for the Millennium Hall (Councillor) 
Commonwealth Flags Group (Councillors) 
Any other nominations that are decided at meeting 
 

 

3065.0 To consider Council documents: 
Standing Orders.  
Financial Regulations.  
Risk Management / Risk Assessments  
GDPR.  Amended policy Document Retention 
Asset register: To consider the revised asset register  
All other policies.  Amended Reserves Policy 

 



 
3066.0 To confirm bank account/signatories, Direct Debits/Variable Direct Debits and transfer of earmarked 

funds to reserves 
 

 

3067.0 
3067.1 

 
3067.2 
3067.3 
3067.4 

End of Year Accounts: 
To receive the bank account statement, Financial Cashbook. Salix loan statement. plus regular, monthly 
statement for the year end 25/26  
To receive and consider the final account figure submission to audit for 25/26 
To note the commencement date for the Period of Exercise of Public Rights. 
To note the CIL return for 25/26 

 

3067.5 
3067.6 
3067.7 

To receive the report  
To note that  
To note that  

 

 
3068.0 Public Forum for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 

 
3069.0 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th April 2026 and the minutes of the 

Annual Parish Meeting held on the 21st April 2026. 
 

3070.0 To receive any updates 
  Flore Flood Group 

 To note Highways Adoptions has passed on our comments re the street lighting to the developers and 
requested plans and info on the lamps there. 
 

3071.0 To deal with general correspondence which may require a decision  
3071.1 To consider repairs/replacement of other parts of Village Sign 
3071.2 To consider any issues arising from the Annual Parish Meeting that were not dealt with at that time 

  
3072.0 FINANCIAL/ADMIN MATTERS 
3072.1 Finance update, including income received since last meeting 
3072.2 
3072.3 

Internal control.  Report on procedures since last meeting 
To consider the resignation of the Clerk and the formation of HR Committee 
 

Payments paid May 
 
May invoices 

   

To whom paid Reason Amount VAT 
Halkett Salary/Office costs 848.43 0 
HMRC PAYE 301.13 0 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
M Freeman Playing field/C/yard grass cutting 396.00 66.00 
LC Hedging Highways grass cutting x 3 cuts 900.00 150.00 
Weedon Bec PC Telephone/broadband/office charges 87.18 0 
Unity Trust bank Services charges 7.00 0 
Any other invoices received after agenda published  0 
    
 Total 2734.74 216.00 

 
  

3073.0 PLANNING  
3073.1 Application:  2026/1680/FULL.  Land adjacent to 22 Hillside Road.  Proposed new self build 

dwelling and detached garage, including relocation of driveway entrance 
 

3073.2 Application:  2026/1694/LBC.  Oak Cottage, 22 The Green.  Moving gas meter to front of property  
  

30740 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3074.1 Brodie Lodge Playing Field    
3074.2 Millennium Hall   
3074.3 Commonwealth Flags and Disaster Relief Fund    
3074.4 Charities     

  
 
 

 



3075.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
a.  Contractor Quote to repair Village Sign column and metalwork 3071.1 
b. WNC  Planning applications x 2. 3073.1/2  
c. Salix  End of term loan statement 3067.1 
d. WNC  Community Resilience Project, acceptance. Noted 
e. EDF  Latest comments on solar farm (as mentioned at the APM). Noted 
 
NCALC Updates 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
NCALC training sessions 
ACRE Bulletin 
WNC Flyers 
 

 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  
   

Date of next full Council meetings: 9th June, 14th July, 8th September, 13th October, 12th November 
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FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE  
BRODIE LODGE PAVILLION ON  

12th MAY 2026 at 7.00 pm  
 
PRESENT:   Councillors: Mr Andy Anderson, Mr Anthony Betts, Mrs Hayley Cox, Mrs Patricia Curran,  

Mrs Hayley Davies, Mr Geoff Fellows, Mrs Joy Rippon, Mr Nigel Strang,  
Mr John Thomason 
1 Member of the public present 

    Unitary Cllr Mr Phil Bignell  
     

3060.0 Election of Chair for 2026-27.  Cllr Tom Higginson had advised that if he was nominated he was 
happy to take on the role.  Cllr Higginson was proposed by Cllr Fellows and seconded by Cllr Davies.  
All in favour.  There were no other nominations. Cllr Higginson was elected Chair for the year and will 
sign the Declaration of Acceptance to Office at the next meeting. 
 

 

Acceptance of Apologies for absence:  Cllr Mr Tom Higginson 
 

3061.0 Election of Vice-Chair for 2026-27.  Cllr Geoff Fellows was proposed by Cllr Strang and seconded 
by Cllr Rippon. There were no other nominations.  Cllr Fellows was elected Vice-Chair for the year.  
In the absence of Cllr Higginson, Cllr Fellows took the meeting 

 

   
3062.0 

discussion. Nothing declared. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2057.0 Allocation of areas of interest for Councillors  current format.   
Finance & Employment Advisory Committee: Cllrs Higginson, Fellows, Curran, Davies, Rippon 
  Nominated Internal Controller: Cllr Betts 
  Pensions Regulator:  Cllr Fellows 
High Street Group:  Cllrs Anderson, Betts, Cox, Rippon, Strang 
Newsletter editor:  Cllrs Davies, Rippon 
Parish Path Warden:  Cllr Strang  
Parish Flood Warden:  Cllrs Thomason and Curran and resident Mr Gary Slinn 
Parish Highways Warden: To be considered at a later date 
Parish Tree Warden:  Mrs Chris Littlewood - resident 
Website Administrator:  Cllr Rippon 
Facebook Administrator:  Clerk, Cllr Rippon 
Town & Parish Council meeting rep:  Cllr G Fellows 
Police Liaison Representative:  Cllr G Fellows  
NCALC Representative:  Cllr G Fellows 
Climate & Nature Champion:  Cllr N Strang 
 
Street Assets:  Planters outside shop/Closed Churchyard  Mrs Chris Littlewood (resident) 
Bus shelters  Cllr Betts 
Seats  Cllr Fellows 
Notice Board  Cllr Higginson 
Bins  Cllr Anderson 
War memorial  Cllr Davies 
Flore Well  Cllr Thomason 
Flagpoles  Cllr Davies/Fellows 
Village Sign/Village Map/Gateways  Cllr Higginson 
Street lights  Cllrs Cox, Davies, Rippon 
Memorial Garden  Cllr Strang, Mrs Chris Littlewood (resident)  
 
All Cllrs provided their up to date details for the contact list which is only to be used for Cllrs.  The 
website and notice board would include a photo of the Cllr and their email address 
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3064.1 Nominations to outside bodies 
2 Trustees for the Brodie Lodge playing field committee:  Cllrs Geoff Fellows / Joy Rippon 
2 Trustees for the Richard Capell Educational Trust (2 residents):  Mrs Christine Littlewood, Mr Mike 
Penn  
2 Trustees for The Flore Charity (Cllr plus one residents): Mrs Hayley Davies (TBC) Mrs Christine 
Littlewood  
1 Trustee for the Millennium Hall:  Cllr Andy Anderson 
Commonwealth Flags Project:  Cllrs Geoff Fellows Cllr Hayley Davies 
Any other nominations that are decided at meeting. Nothing else. 
 

 

3065.0 To consider Council documents: 
Standing Orders:  OK at present 
FY Regulations. OK at present 
Risk Management/Assessments incl H&S asset assessment): Risk Management generally, is 
considered satisfactory.  
GDPR. Amended Document Retention & Destruction Policy  Agreed 
Asset Register:  Amended to include flags and finials bought this year - Agreed 
Policies/Risk Assessments. Reserves policy amended.  Agreed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
Clerk 

3066.0 Bank account signatories/BACS payments 
Signatories:  Cllrs Anderson, Davies, Fellows, Higginson Rippon.  
BACS:  To confirm that the Council will use BACS payments as their preferred choice for this year.  

 
Direct Debits: The Council has one variable direct debit  street lighting charges  SSE 
Earmarked budget pots transferred at the end of the year, to reserves, if not spent.   
 

 

3067.0 
a 
 
 

b 
 
 
 
 

c 
 
 

d 
e 
 
 

f 
g 

 

End of year accounts 
To receive the bank account statements, Salix loan statement, Cllrs end of year payments and 
Financial Cashbook statement for the year end 25/26.  Noted all statements and confirmed they are 
original and correct.  Salix has a nil balance due to being paid in full. 
To receive and consider the final account figure submission to audit for 25/26.  
Resolved:  To accept the figures put forward by the RFO for the year ending 31st March 2026. These 
are: from top to bottom: (1) 43787; (2) 42260; (3) 4625; (4) 13468; (5) 1829; (6) 23313; (7) 52062; (8) 
52062; (9) 130598 and (10) 0. (11) yes.  There were no amendments to the proposals.   The Vice-Chair 
signed the statement of declaration; Clerk had already signed.  
To note the commencement date for the Period of Exercise of Public Rights. The Council accepted the 
dates proposed by PKF as commencing on 3rd June and ending on 14th July 2026. Information would 
be online on the website and on the notice board in the village 
To note the CIL return for 25/26. No CIL received.  Nothing spent during the year, £1698.16 remains 
To receive the report from the Internal Auditor.  
and find some documents easily on the website. Clerk to ascertain exactly what the issues are and 
Clerk/Cllr Rippon to address to see whether it works on this current website formation. 
To note NCALC is the appointed internal auditor and PKF Littlejohn the external auditor 
To note that NCALC provide the Data Protection Officer for the Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/Cllr 
Rippon 

3068.0 Public Forum: for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 
 Unitary Cllr Bignell; Cllr Bignell advised that he would be writing a letter of support to the School in 

respect of the remaining S106 money. 
 Resident had come along to listen 
  

 

3069.0 To approve the minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th April 2026 and the 
minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 21st April 2026. All minutes were agreed to be an 
accurate record of the meetings.   

 

 

3070.0 Outstanding items - updates (not covered elsewhere on the agenda)  
  Flood Group.  Cllr Thomason advised that there has been some activity on a drain which has been 

dug out by a local farmer.  He is also chasing the Millennium Hall drain report. 
 Highways Adoptions confirmed they have passed on our request to have a street light at John 

Campbell Close repaired and to provide plans of the current lights/types etc, prior to adoption 

Cllr 
Thomason 
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3071.0 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE  
3071.1 Village Sign.  Clerk to cancel current order.  Quote from Beresford to repair metal, wooden frame and 

touch up sign - Agreed 
Clerk/Cllr 
Strang 

3071.2 Annual Parish Meeting. Everything dealt with at the meeting  
   

3072.0 FINANCIAL MATTERS  
3072.1 Finance update.  It was reported that as at 30th April the Council had £71,370.76 in the bank account.  

Income:  Precept £21,840 and Messenger adverts £400.00.  Earmarked reserves currently £22,901.65 
with general reserves being £25,000. CIL spend nil. There were no matters arising.  Figures accepted.  

 

3072.2 Internal Control. Cllr Davies advised that all was present and correct.  
3072.3 Resignation of Clerk and formation of HR Committee.  It was noted that the Clerk had handed in her 

resignation.  Three  is required but Clerk happy to remain until the end of September, if 
needed.  Resignation has been accepted. 
A HR Committee has been set up and Terms of Reference confirmed.  Committee consists of: 
Cllrs Higginson, Fellows, Curran, Davies, Rippon 
Cllr Fellows will send around a draft up advertisement. U/Cllr Bignell will send around a spreadsheet 
which gives a good guide to assessing pay scales. Group to discuss next steps. 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Fellows 

   
3073.0 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT  

 
To whom paid Reason Total VAT 
Halkett Salary£831.43/Office rent £17 848.43 0 
HMRC PAYE 301.13 0 
Design to Print Messenger 195.00 0 
M Freeman Playing field/church grass cutting 396.00 66.00 
LC Hedging & 
Grass 

Verge Grass cutting 900.00 150.00 

Weedon Bec PC Third share telephone/broadband,  
office costs  

87.18 0 

Unity Trust Bank charges 7.00 0 
 Total monthly spend 2734.74 216.00 
 
Invoice received after agenda published and agreed at meeting 

 

E Williamson Bow Saw for Biodiversity Group 19.99 0 
 Monthly total to date 2754.73 216.00 
Awaiting known invoices 
SSE          Street lighting electricity 

 
TBC 

 
 

 
3073.0   PLANNING 
3073.1 
 

Application:  2026/1680/FULL Land adjacent to 22 Hillside Road.  Proposed new self-build dwelling 
and detached garage, including relocation of driveway entrance. Flore Parish Council objects to this 
proposal primarily on the grounds that it is for new housing in Open Countryside (ie outside the 
Settlement Boundary). It does not meet any of the exception criteria set down in the Neighbourhood 
Plan policy F2 (all of the identified need has been met by the approval for housing on the Brington 
Road) and so should be refused. 
We should also like to make the point that a significant reason for the vote by the residents of Hillside 
Road to remain in Open Countryside at the time that the Settlement Boundary was established was 
the road itself, which is of indeterminate ownership, narrow (effectively single track) easily blocked by 
delivery and other large vehicles, has no road drainage and is in very poor condition.  These issues 
have become even more significant since the time the Plan was Made and have no obvious end in 
sight. Building operations and an additional dwelling can only exacerbate the problem. 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3073.2 Application:  2026/1694/FULL. Oak Cottage, 22 The Green.  Moving gas meter to front of property. 
The Parish Council are concerned that the proposed location for the box is in what is a public right of 
way, part of the ancient infrastructure of the village, which is still potentially accessible by vehicles. In 
that event the box may be vulnerable to damage. It is not clear what route the supply pipe exiting the 
box will take but unless it is straight out of the back of the box it should be shown. 
The loss of what appears to be an established right of way from the public area to the rear garden of 
the house may be significant (the application states that the access passage is to provide additional 

Clerk 
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habitable space for the neighbouring dwelling)and may result in refuse bins being left at the front of 
the house where they would have a negative impact on the conservation area. 

   
3074.0 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS  
3074.1 Brodie Lodge. Recent car boot a success.  
3074.2 Millennium Hall. Nothing to report  
3074.3 Commonwealth Flags: Nothing to report   
3074.4 Charities:  Nothing to report. 

 
 

3075.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
a.  Contractor Quote to repair Village Sign column and metalwork 3071.1 
b. WNC  Planning applications x 2. 3073.1/2  
c. Salix  End of term loan statement 3067.1 
d. WNC  Community Resilience Project, acceptance. Noted 
e. EDF  Latest comments on solar farm (as mentioned at the APM). Noted 
 
NCALC Updates 
WNC Town & Parish Briefing 
NCALC training sessions (new Cllrs to look at Off to a Flying Start course) 
ACRE Bulletin 
WNC Media updates 
 

 
 

3076.0 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AFTER AGENDA PUBLISHED  
  WNC:  Planning applications x 4  Extraordinary meeting to be held on the 19th May, to discuss 

and respond to these applications 
 

 
 
 

Date of next meetings: 9th June, 14th July, 8th September, 13th October, 10th November 
 

Items for inclusion on  agenda.  
Flood Warden, Climate Group, High Street work updates (if anything to report) 
Risk Assessment quarterly inspections  street lights 
Annual Parish Community Award 
 
The meeting closed at 2025 hrs 
 
 

 
FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 

PAYMENTS MADE 2026-27 

  
Annual 
Budget April May 

Spend to 
Yr End 

Grass cutting - Playing field  1,700.00 110.00 220.00 330.00 
Grass cutting - closed churchyard  850.00 110.00 110.00 220.00 
Grass cutting -  PCC/URC  770.00     0.00 
Grass cutting - highway verges 8,000.00 250.00 750.00 1,000.00 
Memorial Garden* 1,000.00     0.00 
Trees/wall/memorial- closed churchyard * 0.00     0.00 
Biodiversity/Climate Group 0.00   19.99 19.99 
General maintenance repairs 500.00     0.00 
Lights - energy 3,000.00 144.25   144.25 
Lights - replacement/new* 2,600.00     0.00 
Bus shelter - maintenance/materials 1,000.00     0.00 
Seats/bollards/Gateways/Memorial-
replace/maint  0.00     0.00 
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Bins - litter/dog replacements/repairs 750.00     0.00 
flagpoles * 0.00     0.00 
Village Sign 3,500.00     0.00 
planters/plants  0.00     0.00 
Clerk's salary (plus HMRC tax/Ni) 12,600.00 1,039.23 1,039.23 2,078.46 
Employer NI contribution 1,000.00 93.33 93.33 186.66 
Clerk's office rent 210.00 17.00 17.00 34.00 
Office costs  350.00   87.18 87.18 
Office equipment/ Website running* 150.00     0.00 
Chairman's allowance  200.00     0.00 
Subs - NALC etc  1,000.00 660.28   660.28 
Training * 0.00     0.00 
Insurance  850.00     0.00 
Audits  650.00 305.76   305.76 
Room hire (Council/Library) 700.00 30.00   30.00 
Messenger  1,700.00   195.00 195.00 
S137 including first aid courses 0.00     0.00 
Elections * 0.00     0.00 
Grants * 0.00     0.00 
Bank Charges 100.00 7.00 7.00 14.00 
Salix Street light loan repayment 0.00     0.00 
Flood projects 0.00     0.00 
Village Projects* 1,000.00     0.00 
Contingency  500.00     0.00 
CIL  spend 0.00     0.00 
          
Budget total 44,680.00       
Use of income 1,000.00       
Use of Reserves 0.00       
Precept 43,680.00       
Monthly expenditure Net   2,766.85 2,538.73 5,305.58 
VAT 164.76 216.00 380.76
Total Monthly expenditure   2,931.61 2,754.73 5,686.34 
Running total   2,931.61 5,686.34   

* Money earmarked for specific item and put into reserves, if not spent in financial year. 
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FLORE PARISH COUNCIL  
Financial Position as at 30th April 2026  
  
Receipts  
Cloverlea/Purcell/Village Design - Messenger 400.00 
WNC - Precept 21,840.00 
  
Total 22,240.00 
Brought forward 52,062.37 

 74,302.37 
Payments to date 2,931.61 
Balance in hand 71,370.76 
Uncleared payments 0.00 
Reconciliation with banks  
Unity Trust current account 71,370.76 

  
Notes:  **  The reserve fund contains the following 'ring-fenced' sums 
  
Village Project £6,959.00 
Memorial Garden £714.03 
Street light replacements £2,590.00 
Election expenses reserve £1,899.00 
Flood projects £1,250.00 
Closed Churchyard trees £3,120.00 
Training £544.00 
Website £564.50 
Office equipment £834.00 
Grants £1,100.00 
Flagpoles £316.96 
Seats £1,112.00 
Cleaning cart - capital spend £200.00 
CIL - capital spend £1,698.16 
sub total £22,901.65 

  
Sue Halkett  
Clerk to the Council/RFO  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chair  9th June 2026 
 



FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs  

Tel:  01327 341057  Email:  clerk@flore-pc.gov.uk 
12th May 2026 

 
Dear Councillor 
 
This is your summons to the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at  
7.00 pm in the Brodie Lodge Pavillion.  If you are not able to attend, please let me know.  
 
Members of the Public and Press are invited to attend.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
S Halkett 
Clerk & Proper Officer to the Council 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
AGENDA  
 
Acceptance of Apologies for absence 
 

 

3077.0  Code of Conduct regarding business to be 
discussed at this meeting 

 

 
3078.0 Public Forum for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 

 
3079.0 PLANNING 
3079.1 Application:  20265/1704/FULL.  24 The Green.  Demolition of existing rear extension and construction 

of single storey flat roof rear extension, conversion of side passage to habitable space and fenestration 
alterations. 
 

3079.2 Application:  2026/1746/FULL.  Land adjacent to 20 The Green.  Construction of self-build three 
bedroom detached home 
 

3079.3 Application:   2026/1852/LBC. 24 The Green.  Listed building consent for demolition of existing rear 
extensions and construction of single storey flat roof rear extension, conversion of side passage to 
habitable space and fenestration alterations. 
 

3079.4 Application:  2026/1897/TCA.  Orchard House, 70 High Street. Intended tree works include: 
T1 Golden Leylandii  To section fell to ground level 
T2 Hawthorne  To crown lift to 3 metres in height, pruning to suitable growth points 
G1 Cherry/Leylandii/Mixed Shrubs  to corn lift cherry to 4m over lawy; fell Leylandii to ground level and 
remove mixed vegetation under/around cherry 
T3 Leylandii  To reduce southern crown as close to boundary line as possible, whilst retaining growth 
points where possible 
T4 Yew  Trim/Prune away from neighbours  property, ensure 1-1.5m clearance from property. 
T5 Pine  Section fell to ground level. 
T6 Ash  (TPO Tree)  remove deadwood and crown lift over garden to 4 m. 
T7 Ash  (TPO Tree)  To profile crown over garden reducing western side by approx. 1.5-2m laterally 

 
Date of next full Council meetings:   June 9th, July 14th  
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FLORE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE  
BRODIE LODGE PAVILLION ON  

19th MAY 2026 at 7.00 pm  
 
PRESENT:   Councillors: Mr Andy Anderson, Mr Anthony Betts, Mrs Hayley Cox, Mrs Patricia Curran,  

Mrs Hayley Davies, Mr Geoff Fellows, Mr John Thomason 
13 Member of the public present 

          
Acceptance of Apologies for absence:  Cllr Mr Tom Higginson, Mrs Joy Rippon, Mr Nigel Strang 
 
Chair:  Vice Chair Mr Geoff Fellows 
 

3077.0 
discussion. Nothing declared. 
 

 

 

 

3078.0 Public Forum: for parishioners and reports by Unitary Councillors 
 Two residents of 24 The Green came along to listen to the meeting and the discussion on their 

application. 
 Four residents of properties on The Green spoke and objected to the application for 20 The 

Green  
Comments included: The road/track was well used and abused by vehicles. No access from 
one side just the side where their properties were located as other end partially blocked; 
Development would lead to increased traffic and road too narrow to cope. Currently some 
vehicles park outside their properties to do deliveries and leave engines running. 
Measurements on the plan are not correct, there is insufficient room so details are wrong; 
Some properties are damaged by current, large vehicles including thatching being taken out on 
edge of property as well as guttering; This would destroy the conservation ambience of this 
area of the village; The impact of the building, if built, leaves the door open for other 
developments on The Green which is a natural part of the village.  A lot more people have 
concerns but  make the meeting; building work would cause disruption; increase in 
permanent vehicles to the area as one property could have four or more vehicles and would 
cause speeding in the centre of the village and should there be a pavement in front of the 
properties here. Chair advised that everyone can leave their comments/concerns to the 
application online and that it was unlikely a pavement would be installed, there are plenty of 
properties in the village that open out onto the streets/existing footpaths. 

 Two residents of The Green, came to listen to the meeting and advised that The Green area is 
classed as an open space, and this would change the ambience of the area.  It is a public right 
of way, but this bit is not practical, and the track is encroached by vegetation. 

 One resident of The Green advised that she had no objections, and it was not a thoroughfare. 
 Owner of the land in question addressed the points raised.  He advised that following the 

Outline application which lost on Appeal due to lack of information, they had taken everything 
into consideration and submitted a more detailed application. The planning statement 
submitted deals with a lot of the comments and he advised that historically there had been a 
row of cottages covering this plot and other adjacent land.  The development is set back from 
the track and Highways are ok as there is safe access to the plot. His plan was to live in the 
house.  

 Other members of the public did not comment. 
 

 

3079.0 PLANNING  
3079.1 

& 
 

3079.3 

Application:  20265/1704/FULL.  24 The Green.  Demolition of existing rear extension and 
construction of single storey flat roof rear extension, conversion of side passage to habitable space and 
fenestration alterations 
Application:   2026/1852/LBC. 24 The Green.  Listed building consent for demolition of existing rear 
extensions and construction of single storey flat roof rear extension, conversion of side passage to 
habitable space and fenestration alterations. 
As both applications relate to the same property, Councillors considered them as one. 
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The Parish Council has no objections to these applications which will not affect the street scene  
 

3079.2 Application:  2026/1746/FULL.  Land adjacent to 20 The Green.  Construction of self-build three 
bedroom detached home 
Flore Parish Council is unable to support this proposal. The greater detail on this application compared 
to that submitted in refused application 2024/4104/OUT for the same site does not substantially 
address the reasons which we gave for our objection to that proposal - ie the adverse effects on the old 

buildings and the introduction of regular motor vehicle movements eroding the important rural quality of 
this part of the Conservation Area. 
We note however that the Appeal decision, in acknowledging that the harm to the setting of the listed 
buildings on 20 and 22 The Green was less than substantial and that the placing of a building in the 
proposed location could help recreate the sense of enclosure of the original Village Green, may open 
the opportunity for this new application to be successful. In that case we would like to see changes to 
the proposed north elevation. The black plinth is an entirely unnecessary feature and is a future 
maintenance issue. It is a detail seen only on the adjacent building and not anywhere else in the 
village. The profiled metal roof adds nothing to the quality of the design which would be better kept as 

and many-times painted traditional timber windows. Material samples should be presented to ensure 
compatibility with the conservation area. 
 

 

3079.4 Application:  2026/1897/TCA.  Orchard House, 70 High Street. Intended tree works include: 
T1 Golden Leylandii  To section fell to ground level 
T2 Hawthorne  To crown lift to 3 metres in height, pruning to suitable growth points 
G1 Cherry/Leylandii/Mixed Shrubs  to corn lift cherry to 4m over lawn; fell Leylandii to ground level 
and remove mixed vegetation under/around cherry 
T3 Leylandii  To reduce southern crown as close to boundary line as possible, whilst retaining growth 
points where possible 
T4 Yew  -1.5m clearance from property. 
T5 Pine  Section fell to ground level. 
T6 Ash  (TPO Tree)  remove deadwood and crown lift over garden to 4 m. 
T7 Ash  (TPO Tree)  To profile crown over garden reducing western side by approx. 1.5-2m laterally 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application and is happy for the Tree Officer at West 
Northants Council to oversee the works. 
 
 

 

Date of next Full Council meetings: 9th June, 14th July, 8th September, 13th October, 10th November 
 

 
The meeting closed at 1950 hrs 
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Chair  9th June 2026 
 


