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February 2026
Flore news

Barbara (Bea) Kirkbright (25.1.43 – 21.12.25)
It was with great sadness that the village community
learned that Bea passed away on Sunday 21st December.
Many of us had enjoyed her company at the Festival of
Angels at the Church on the Friday night. It is a blessing
that she saw so many friends not long before she died.
Bea was known and loved by so many of us in the village,
and if there was an award to the person attending the
most clubs and events in Flore, she would have won it!
And that is despite increasing struggles with mobility
and health issues. She was inspirational in this way, and
also for her fantastic crafting skills and historical
knowledge. But mainly we remember the enormous love
and laughter she brought to us.

Bea’s funeral service will be held at Flore All Saints Church on Friday 27th February
(time to be circulated soon) with a wake at the White Hart pub in Flore afterwards.
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Invasive species are plants or animals that have been introduced outside their natural
range, often through human activity. Because they did not evolve alongside local
wildlife, they can spread rapidly and outcompete native species for space, food, and
resources. Over time, this can damage habitats, reduce biodiversity, and disrupt
natural ecosystems.

• Flore residents are asked to be vigilant for:

Three-cornered leek (an invasive plant species): This invasive plant
spreads quickly, forming dense carpets that crowd out native wildflowers.
While it may look attractive, it reduces the variety of plants available to
insects and other wildlife, weakening the local food chain.
American signal crayfish: Recently spotted in the river, this invasive
crayfish poses a serious threat to native crayfish species. It spreads disease,
damages riverbanks through burrowing (increasing erosion and flood risk),
and preys on fish eggs and aquatic insects, upsetting the balance of river
ecosystems.

• If you notice either, please report sightings to Nigel Strang directly or via the
Parish Clerk, so they can be monitored.

Rights of Way & Village Maintenance
• Rights of Way maintenance is now carried out by contractors on behalf of WNC.
• If you spot overgrown paths, damaged signage or access issues, please report

them to Nigel Strang directly or via the Parish Clerk
• Leaf and gutter clearing has been requested in known problem areas, following

resident reports.
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Community News
• New skate ramp to be installed at Brodie Lodge Playing Field imminently
• International Women’s Day – 7th March

International Women’s Day is a global celebration of the social, economic, cultural,
and political achievements of women. It is also an opportunity to recognise the vital
contributions women make to their communities.

To mark the occasion, WNC is inviting nominations for its “Gift to Gain” Award. This
award recognises women who give their time, skills, and energy to support others,
strengthen communities, or create positive change—often without seeking
recognition.

Nominations are now open, and residents are encouraged to put forward women who
inspire them through volunteering, leadership, mentoring, or community service.

Deadline for nominations: 8 February

How to apply: Via the WNC website

This is a valuable opportunity to celebrate and thank the women whose contributions
make a real difference to everyday life.

Planning
The Parish Council considered seven planning applications, most of which
were retrospective due to time constraints (2025/4897FULL, 25/5069/FULL,
2025/5070/LBC)

The Council raised no objections to several applications where the proposals were
considered acceptable, did not harm the street scene or conservation area, and were
in line with the Neighbourhood Plan. These included replacement windows at Chapel
Lane, garden buildings and driveway works on High Street, extensions on the High
Street (2025/4250/FULL) in addition to replacement facias and guttering, (2025/5016/
FULL.)

One application (2025/0067/FULL), for a single-storey side extension raised design
concerns. While the Council did not object in principle, it felt the proposed flat-
roofed utility did not reflect the character or design quality expected under the
Neighbourhood Plan and suggested alternative roof detailing to better suit the
existing property.

An additional application (2025/5264/FULL), was discussed. While the Council did
not object in principle, concerns were raised about the lack of clarity in the submitted
plans, particularly regarding boundaries and whether the work would remain
genuinely subservient to the main dwelling. The Council stressed the importance of
clear and unambiguous planning information.

Get Involved
A vacancy has opened up on the Parish Council, and this is a great chance to get
involved in your local community. Becoming a parish councillor gives you a real say in
local issues, from improving shared spaces to supporting community projects. It’s a
friendly and rewarding role where you can meet new people, share ideas, and help
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make positive changes where you live. No previous experience is needed — just
enthusiasm, a bit of time, and a genuine interest in the parish. If you care about your
community and want to help it thrive, this could be for you.

If you might be interested, councillors would be very happy to have an informal chat –
no pressure, just information. Please contact the clerk for more information.

Meeting Venue Change
The Parish Council would like to say a sincere thank you to the Chapel for hosting
Parish Council meetings over the past few years but now it is time for a change of
venue. From February, Parish Council meetings will move to the Brodie Lodge
Pavilion.

Date of next meetings: 7.30pm on 10th February, 10th March, 14th April.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at the Millennium Hall on 21st April and will
discuss a number of topics including AI.

Message from Flore CE Primary School
What a busy term we have had! The whole school came together for a delightful
Christmas Presentation, where our talented pupils acted out the nativity story,
bringing the festive spirit to life. It was heartwarming to see the children’s enthusiasm
and creativity shine through.

As part of the Angel Festival, each child created a beautiful angel that is now proudly
displayed in All Saints Church. If you visit, do take a moment to admire their artwork
hanging in the windows at the back of the church; it truly added a magical touch to
the festive season. I was so proud of the children who sang at the launch of the Angel
Festival.

We also participated in The Salvation Army toy appeal, and we extend our heartfelt
thanks to our families for their generous contributions. The toys collected have been
distributed to families in need over the Christmas period, making a real difference in
our community.

In a lovely gesture, we invited the grandparents of our children into school for a
cheeky mince pie and a cuppa. The children sang their nativity songs, filling the room
with joy and laughter.

Our KS2 children had the incredible opportunity to join the Young Voices choir in
Birmingham, performing alongside 7,000 other children. The evening production was
a fabulous showcase of talent for parents to enjoy.

In Class 1, the children are learning a lively dance to “I Just Can’t Wait to Be King”

from The Lion King, while Class 2 is exploring the fascinating world of sound
vibrations in science. Class 3 is delving into classification keys for vertebrates and
invertebrates, and in English, they are engaging in discussions on the topic, “Should
children clean up around the school?”

What a wonderful Christmas term filled with learning and community spirit! We are
so excited at what this is going to bring.
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Flore business adverts
Dave Mac Garden Services

Grass mowing • Hedge cutting • Garden tidying
07881 651 061

Flore Village Convenience Store & Newsagents
Opening hours:

Post Office: Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm • Sat 9am-12pm • Sun closed.
Shop: Mon-Fri 7am-7pm • Sat-Sun 8am-12pm.

Pet Transport
Transportation of Dogs, Cats and Small Animals to Vets/Groomers/Kennels & Catteries

etc. All organised by Paw2Door - Cloverlea Cattery - 07881651061
Authorised by West Northants Council

Dave
Mac
GS

from £9,000 depending on property size.
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9-4 Tuesday

9-2 Wednesday

9-4 Thursday, Friday

9-2 Saturday

Closed Sunday-Monday
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Clubs & organisations
Afternoon Tea

Dance
4th Friday of each month, 2—4pm (doors open 1.45pm).
Millennium Hall. Ballroom and Sequence. Entrance £5. Hosted by
Jane and Alan Rouse (0781 328 3119).

Art Classes Mondays 2pm—4pm (afternoon class) and 7pm—9pm (evening
class), Chapel Schoolroom. One-to-one advice from tutor during
first hour. Contact Fiona (01327 341065) or Chris (07969 759105).

Bible Groups Thursday Bible group will meet on 19 February, 7-8 pm, venue
TBA. We are continuing to look at events in the Southern Kingdom
of Judah.

Bible Discovery will meet on 25th February, 2.30-3.30 at 3 Capell
Rise. Join us for our new series exploring what we understand by
the Kingdom of God.

All are welcome at both or either. Please contact Wendy 07816
156876 for more details.

Brodie Lodge
Playing Field

(BPLF)

Contact Chair, Sue Kerrison, email: suekayy@live.co.uk.
For all bookings, email: enquiries@brodielodgeplayingfield.co.uk,
mobile: 07786 843206.

Coffee &
Company

Last Monday of each month 10.30am. 31 Spring Lane. For anyone
living alone.

Flore
Allotments

Embrace the joy of cultivating your own produce and become part
of a thriving community by securing your own allotment today.
Contact floreallotment.membership@gmail.com or message us on
Facebook or Instagram.

Flore Climate
Group

This group meets on an ad-hoc basis for various climate and
biodiversity-based activities. Please email Emmie Williamson
(emmiew@live.co.uk) to be included in email updates.

Flore Guiding
Group

Rainbows: Tuesdays 5pm - 6pm at Flore Primary School.
For girls aged between 4 and 7 years old (must have started school).
Contact Sally Redfern: florerainbows@gmail.com

Brownies: Tuesdays 6pm - 7.30pm at Flore Primary School.
For girls aged between 7 and 10 years old. Contact Sally Redfern or
Amy Jones: florebrownies@gmail.com

Guides: Tuesdays 7.30pm - 9pm at Flore Primary School. For girls
aged between 10 and 14 years old. Contact Amy Jones:
1stfloreguides@gmail.com
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Flore Scout
Group

Beavers: Thursdays 6pm - 7pm at The Cabin, Kings Lane. Open to
boys & girls aged 6yrs - 8yrs. Contact Hannah (07789 312142).

Cubs: Mondays 6pm - 7.30pm at The Cabin, Kings Lane. Open to
boys & girls aged 8yrs - 10.5yrs. Contact Stacey (07887 982827).

Scouts: Wednesdays 6.30pm - 8.30pm at The Cabin, Kings Lane. Boys
& girls aged 10.5yrs - 14yrs. Contact Ben (07889 321405).

Flore Library 2nd Wednesday of each month, 10am—12pm. Millennium Hall. Worth
a visit, take out on loan, or swap, no fines, just a friendly relaxed
library.

Lunch Club 2nd Friday of each month, 12.30pm. Chapel Schoolroom. Every one
welcome.

Garden Society 2nd Wednesday of each month, 7.45pm. Chapel Schoolroom. Next
meeting 11th February: Susie Lickman - How to enjoy your
houseplants

Heritage
Society

1st Wednesday of each month, 7.45pm. Chapel Schoolroom. Next
meeting 4th February: Talk by Elisabeth Nye on Flore Village Pubs.

Kerry School of
Irish Dance

Thursdays 6-7pm. Millennium Hall. www.facebook.com/kerryschool.
Contact Sam (sam@thekerryschool.co.uk).

Physio-led
Pilates

Fridays 10—11am. Millennium Hall, Flore. £8/session. Most abilities
are catered for. If you are interested in joining us or would like more
information, please contact Katy Briggs via email (kjphysio@hotmail.
com) or text/WhatsApp (07779 312181).

Short Mat
Bowls

Tuesdays 9.15am—12pm. Millennium Hall. New members warmly
welcomed. Refreshments provided. For further information call
Morris Freeman on 01327342607 or 07709082231.

Table Tennis
Club

Thursdays 1.30pm—2.30pm. Millennium Hall. £3.00 per week with
no ongoing commitment. New players very welcome. Call Linda on
01327 563035 for further information.

Tots, Tea, and
Toast

1st Tuesday of each month, 10.00—11.30am. Chapel Schoolroom.
Mums-to-be, parents, carers and grandparents are all welcome to
enjoy free tea/coffee and talk whilst the children play, sing songs, and
enjoy storytime. Call Hilary for information 07900 676006.

Weedon
Cancer

Support group

2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month, 2.00–4.00pm. Chapter House
at the rear of St Peter & St Paul Church, Weedon. For adults affected
by any type of cancer, whether patient, relative, carer, or friend.
Contact: Libby Hart csgweedon@btinternet.com

W.I. 2nd Tuesday of each month, 7.30pm. Millennium Hall. Flore WI will
be having a talk from Dennis East on 'Poetry to Make you Laugh &
Think' on Tuesday 10th February. All ladies are very welcome. For
further information please e-mail florewi56@gmail.com.
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Letter from the Rector
Dear Friends.

The beginning of a new year is often a time of fresh starts and optimism, but this
year feels different. Writing recently on the BBC News website, veteran war

correspondent John Simpson said that 2025 was the most worrying year he’s known.
Less than a month in, 2026 has continued in that same, worrying vein. The world feels
more precarious than it has for decades. What can we do in the face of all that is going
on in the world?

In pondering this question recently, I was introduced to the idea of the ‘long defeat’,
first coined by JRR Tolkien in The Lord of the Rings. Tolkien, a devout Roman
Catholic, fought in the trenches of the First World War. The carnage and horror he
witnessed changed him forever. Having seen the worst of humanity, his hope for the
human race was demolished. Yet he didn’t abandon hope all together. The ‘long
defeat’ suggests that in the struggle against evil, the best efforts of humanity alone are
doomed to failure, but good will still triumph in the end. Those who have read the
Lord of the Rings will know that over the course of the trilogy, good prevails, even
though each member of the fellowship is flawed and prone to failure. Even when
Middle-earth’s very best try to do right, things go wrong. But there is still a victory:
the One Ring is destroyed.

Why fight the long defeat? Because the alternative—not fighting—is intolerable.
Despair is a device of the Enemy. Furthermore, the ‘long defeat’ does not imply
‘absolute defeat’, only that all human attempts to bring peace, reconciliation and
healing to a broken world are doomed to be incomplete or even failures. Even so, we
should keep doing all we can because that’s the right thing to do. And maybe, with
God’s help, our actions – small as they might be – will be glimpses of a final victory.

If we turn from Middle Earth to the Bible we find that the overarching story of God
and his creation, of God and humanity, is a story that leads ultimately to victory. One
that leads to a new heaven and a new earth, where there will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain. It is a story grounded in the belief in a divine purpose that
cannot and will not be thwarted by the best laid schemes of humanity - which have an
infuriating tendency to go wrong. Here, in this story is hope. This hope is not derived
from the natural processes of the cosmos, which tend towards decline and failure.
This hope depends not on processes but on a Triune God – Father, Son and Holy
Spirit – with good and loving purposes for humanity, the world and the cosmos. This
is what our Christian hope relies on - God is working his good purposes out through
events big and small. What can we do in the face of all that is going on in the world?
We can move into the new year with hope, looking forward with confidence,
transforming the present, shaping the future, giving glimpses of the ultimate victory
we know will come.

With my prayers and blessings for 2026.

Rev’d Stephen (07415 691541)
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Weekend services
Sunday 1st 10:00am Holy Communion at Church Stowe

11:00am United First Sunday Service at Flore Church

6:00pm Evening Prayer at Heyford

Sunday 8th 10:00am Benefice Communion Service at Church Stowe
10:00am Morning Worship at Flore Chapel (Rae Morrell)

Sunday 15th 10:00am Holy Communion at Heyford

10:00am Partnership Service at Flore Chapel (Hilary Crane)

6:00pm Holy Communion at Upper Stowe

Wednesday 18th 7:30pm Holy Communion (with Ashes) at Heyford Church

Sunday 22nd 10:00am Holy Communion at Flore
10:00am Family Service at Upper Stowe
10:00am Creative Spirit at Flore Chapel. A different, informal and

interactive form of worship. It is a means of enabling us to
look at the Christian story through art, offering opinions
and thoughts or just listening. Refreshments provided. All
welcome!

4:00pm Café Church at Nether Heyford

Mid-week services
Thursdays 10:00am Holy Communion at Flore Church

2:30pm Flore Church open for private prayer (not 5th Feb)

Fridays 9:00am Morning Prayer via Zoom. All Welcome. Please let the
Rector know if you’d like to join the service.

Church services in February
Flore Christian Partnership and the Anglican churches of Heyford,

Stowe-Nine-Churches and Brockhall

Praying for our villages in February
During February we shall be praying for people living in Hillside Rd and Hillside
Crescent here in Heyford, Sutton St, Yew Tree Gardens and Sutton Acre in Flore,
The Manor in Church Stowe and the Gate House and the Old Dairy in Brockhall.
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Information for the Messenger — 22nd of each month
Please send signed entries for the Messenger by the 22nd of each month to appear in
the following month’s publication, to Andrea Gauthier (email preferred):

Andrea Gauthier flore.messenger@gmail.com 07496 186633
(Editor) Barn Cottage, 34 Sutton Street

Adverts for the Messenger — 20th of each month
Please contact Christine to discuss paid advertising. Ad space is intended for Flore
businesses or people in Flore who have a business of interest to Flore residents:

Christine Mackintosh chrismac100@btinternet.com

General information & contacts
Flore Parish Council
Mrs Susan Halkett Clerk florepc@btinternet.com 01327 341057
Tom Higginson Chair tom.higginson@me.com

Welcome Packs for newcomers
Newcomers moving in near you? Recently moved to Flore but have not received a wel-
come pack? Contact Nigel Strang: cornsayl@me.com, 07887 985845, or 27/29 Sutton St.

Defibrillator locations in Flore
One is positioned on the wall at Brodie Lodge Playing Field. The other is next to the
door of the Millennium Hall on the High St. If someone has collapsed dial 999.

List of Flore Businesses and Services
Find a list of business and services here: https://tinyurl.com/FloreBusinessList

If you have a business/service offering and live or work in Flore, please add it to the list
by completing this very short survey: https://tinyurl.com/FloreBusinessServiceSurvey

Church contact details
Parish Church
Revd Stephen Burrow Rector 07415 691541
Sue Raven Churchwarden 01327 340183

United Reformed Church (Chapel) — www.floreurc.org.uk
Revd Jay Phelps Minister 01327 340282
Lis Nye Secretary 01327 342002
Daphne Chaplin Elder 01327 34o368
Wendy Pittman Elder 01327 342302
Chris Littlewood Elder 01327 340918
Hilary Crane Elder 07900 676006


